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Xewnsbam  antiquarian  Society. 


TIwentjMouvtfo  Hnnual  IReport,  190S. 

During-  the  year  1908  seven  meetings  were  held. 

14th  Jan.    Annual  General  Meeting-  in  the  Parish  Church  Hall. 

Sir  Edward  W.  Brabrook,  c.b.,  f.s.a.,  President 
of  the  Society,  read  a  Paper  upon  "The  Clubs 
(and  Some  of  the  Learned  Societies)  of  London." 

nth  Feb.  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Church  Hall,  when  the 
Rev.  Ronald  Bayne,  m.a..  Vicar  of  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Blackheath  Hill,  gave  a 
Lecture,  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  upon 
"Southwark  Cathedral." 

10th  Mar.   Meeting  in  the   Parish   Church    Hall.      R.   R.  C. 

Gregory,  Esq.,  gave  a  Lecture,  entitled  "The 
Story  of  Eltham,"  illustrated  by  limelight  views. 

3rd  April.    Meeting  in  the  Parish  Church   Hall,  when  VV.  H. 

Griffin,  Esq.,  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Catford 
Natural  History  Society,  gave  an  illustrated 
Lecture,  entitled  "The  First  Chapter  in  the 
History  of  Lewisham  :  The  Making  of  the  Ravens- 
bourne  Valley." 

9th  May.  Meeting  at  Bromley,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Rev.  James  White,  m.a.,  Warden  of  Bromley 
College,  when  the  College  and  the  Parish  Church 
were  visited  ;  and  afterwards,  from  the  Recreation 
Ground  hard  by.  a  fine  view  was  obtained  of  the 
Ravensbourne  Valley,  the  characteristics  of  which 
had  been  described  by  Mr.  Griffin  in  his  recent 
lecture  to  the  Society.  I  ea  was  served  at  the  sign 
of  the  M  White  Hut,"  and  the  grounds  and  chapel 
of  Bromley  Palace  were  then  visited  by  permission 
of  Coles  Child,  Esq., 

An  interesting  excursion  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Down  and  Cudham,  planned  by  Lewis  C. 
Thomson.  E>q  .  and  J.  H .  Porter,  Esq.,  in 
July,  had  to  bfi  abandoned  for  want  of  sufficient 
support. 
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3rd  Nov.     Meeting   in   the    Parish   Church    Hall.    Lewis  C. 

Thomson,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  delivered 
a  Lecture,  entitled  "A  Glimpse  of  Old  Kent." 
Unfortunately  the  illustrative  views  could  not  be 
shown  owing  to  a  mishap  to  the  Society's  lantern. 

15th  Dec.    Meeting   in  the  Parish  Church   Hall.     Leland  L. 

Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a.,  a  Vice-President 
of  the  Society,  gave  an  Address  upon  u  Some  Irish 
Antiquities''  and  "A  Peep,  at  York";  and  E.  C. 
Sinkler,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  Council,  read 
some  notes  on  "  Rheims  and  Laon."  Both  papers 
were  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

The  long-desired  publication  of  Mr.  Leland  L.  Duncan's 
book  upon  the  History  of  Lewi  sham  (adequately  illustrated) 
has  at  last  been  accomplished  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
Lewisham  Municipal  Association,  this  Society,  and  Mr. 
Charles  North.  A  volume  of  Proceedings,  1902-190S, 
including  a  copy  of  Mr.  Duncan's  book,  is  now  in  the  binders' 
hands,  and  will  be  issued  to  every  member  whose  subscriptions 
are  not  in  arrear,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

The  Society  continues  to  be  one  of  the  Associated  Societies 
of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and 
at  the  Dublin  Conference  on  September  3rd,  Sir  E.  W.  Brae-rook, 
the  Society's  Representative,  called  attention  to  a  matter 
concerning  the  harmonious  working  of  the  British  Association 
and  local  Societies,  and  proposed  the  following  motion  :  "That 
the  Conference  desires  to  represent  to  the  Committee  of 
Recommendations  that  whenever  a  Committee  of  the  British 
Association  enters  upon  a  local  investigation,  notice  should  be 
given  to  any  Local,  Scientific  or  Archaeological  Society,  so  as  to 
enable  that  Society  to  offer  any  co-operation  that  may  be 
desirable."  This  proposal,  having  be'en  seconded  by  the  Rev. 
J.  O.  Bevan  (Woolhope  Naturalists'  Field  Club),  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Owing  to  recent  deaths,  removals,  and  other  causes,  the 
membership  of  the  Society  has  been  reduced  to  112.  The 
Council  hopes  that  existing  members  will  induce  friends  to  join 
the  Society,  and  bring  up  the  numbers  to  the  usual  level. 

On  the  31st  December,  1908,  there  was  a  balance  in  the 
hands  ot  the  Treasurer  of  ^17  is.  iod.,  out  of  which  the  cost  of 
the  volume  of  Proceedings  has  to  be  met. 

I  lie  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  Charles  A.  Spon,  Esq., 
and  Eustace  Large,  Esq.,  for  kind  assistance  in  working 
the  lantern. 

E.  W.  BRABROOK,  President. 
$th  January,  /9oS.  J.  W.  BROOKES,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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XTwcnt^fiftb  Hnnual  IReport,  1909. 

During"  the  year  nine  meetings  were  held. 

5th  Jan.  Annual  General  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Church  Hall, 
when  the  President,  Sir  E.  W.  Brabrook,  c.b.,  f.s.a., 
gave  an  Address  upon  44  Matters  of  Recent  Anti- 
quarian Interest;"  and  George  C.  Druce,  Esq., 
read  a  Paper  on  "Ancient  Paintings  and  Sculptures 
in  Surrey  Churches,"  which  was  illustrated  by 
lantern  slides. 

9th  Feb.  Miss  Marie  L.  Spon,  sometime  Honorary  Treasurer 
of  the  Society,  gave  an  illustrated  Lecture,  entitled 
4<  Some  Notes  on  My  Travels  in  North  America." 

9th  Mar.  R.  Garraway  Rice,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  Member  of  the 
Council,  read  a  Paper — illustrated  by  his  own 
lantern  slides — entitled  "Such  Portions  of  Sussex 
Churches  as  can  be  Dated  from  Bequests  in  Early 
Wills  (Part  I)." 

30th  Mar.  Gilbert  H.  Lovegrove,  Esq.,  Member  of  Council 
of  the  London  Topographical  Society,  read  a  Paper 
upon  "English  Domestic  Architecture,"  which  was 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

5th  June.  Joint  Meeting  of  the  London  and  Middlesex  Arch- 
aeological and  the  Lewisham  Antiquarian  Societies 
at  Lewisham,  when  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Mary 
and  the  Colfe  Almshouses  were  visited  under  the 
guidance  of  Lel.ynd  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o. , 
f.s.a.  ;  and  Canon  and  Mrs.  Hough  received  the 
members  in  the  Vicarage  Garden.  Tea  was  served 
in  the  Ranger's  Lodge,  Blackheath,  and  the  Roman 
remains  in  Greenwich  Park  were  afterwards  visited 
under  the  guidance  of  Herbert  Jones,  Esq.,  f.s.a., 
a  Member  of  the  Council  of  this  Society. 

2nd  Oct.  Meeting  at  Croydon,  arranged  by  Alfred  L.  Hardy, 
Esq.,  Member  of  Council,  when  the  Hospital  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  founded  in  1596  by  John 
Whitgift,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was  visited 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Warden,  Alfred  Jones, 
Esq.  Afterwards  the  members  proceeded  to  the 
Parish  Church  and  the  remains  of  the  Archbishops' 
Palace. 
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30th  Nov.  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a.,  a  Vice- 
President  of  the  Society,  read  a  Paper  upon 
"A  Chancery  Suit  in  1502  against  the  Parishioners 
of  Lewisham  in  the  matter  of  the  Church  Tower  ;  " 
and  Leonard  M.  May,  Esq.,  Member  of  Council, 
gave  a  Lecture  upon  "Tombs  of  Different  Periods 
in  Churches  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,"  which  was 
illustrated  by  the  lantern. 

14th  Dec.  Lewis  C.  Thomson,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
read  a  Paper,  entitled  "Bits  from  Old  Brittany," 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

All  the  winter  meetings  were  held  in  the  Parish  Church 
Hall. 

At  the  Croydon  Meeting  the  following  resolution,  proposed 
by  the  President,  and  seconded  by  the  Honorary  Secretary,  was 
carried  unanimously: — 

"That  the  Members  of  the  Lewisham  Antiquarian  Society 
here  present  have  heard  with  great  regret  of  the 
possible  demolition  of  the  Whitgift  Hospital,  and  they 
earnestly  hope  some  means  may  be  found  of  effecting 
the  desired  'local  improvements,' which  will  not  involve 
the  destruction  of  buildings  forming  so  interesting  a 
feature,  historically  and  architecturally,  of  the*  Town 
of  Croydon  ;  and  which  have  for  more  than  300  years 
comfortably  sheltered  many  of  the  aged  poor." 

A  copy  of  the  resolution  was  forwarded  to  the  Town  Clerk 
and  duly  acknowledged.  The  Council  rejoices  to  know  that 
at  a  Town's  Meeting  since  held,  the  scheme  providing  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Hospital,  was  rejected,  and  the  buildings  are 
safe  for  some  years  to  come. 

Early  in  the  year  the  volume  of  Proceedings,  1902-1908, 
containing  Mr.  Leland  L.  Duncan's  "  History  of  Lewisham," 
was  issued  to  members  of  the  Society.  The  Council  thinks 
the  Society  may  fairly  congratulate  itself  upon  having  been 
instrumental,  with  the  valuable  co-operation  of  the  Lewisham 
Municipal  Association  and  of  Mr.  Charles  North,  in  issuing 
this  excellent  work  in  so  attractive  a  form. 

The  members  of  the  Society  now  number  102,  and  the 
Council  repeats  the  hope  expressed  in  the  last  Report,  that 
existing  members  will  do  their  utmost  to  induce  friends  to  join 
the  Society,  so  that  an  increased  income  from  subscriptions  may 
enable  the  Council  to  undertake  the  publication  of  further 
volumes  of  Proceedings,  or  other  suitable  work. 
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The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  31st 
December  amounted  to  £2  2s.  3d. 

The  Council  wishes  to  thank  G.  C.  L.  Allfree,  Esq.,  for 
valuable  assistance  in  working-  the  lantern  at  the  winter  meetings. 

The  Society  was  represented,  as  usual,  at  the  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Corresponding  Societies  for  the  British 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  The  meeting  of 
the  Conference  for  the  present  year  was  held  in  October,  in 
London,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  holding  such  a 
meeting  at  Winnipeg-,  where  the  Association  had  met  in 
September.  The  chairman  of  the  Conference,  Professor  A.  C. 
Haddon,  delivered  an  interesting  Address  on  the  subject  of 
"Local  Museums,"  and  an  animated  discussion  took  place 
on  the  question  of  seeking  for  State  Aid  in  the  publication 
of  papers  read  before  local  Societies.  The  balance  of  opinion 
appeared  to  be  against  the  proposal. 


E.  W.  BRABROOK,  President. 
J.  W.  BROOKES,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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XTwent^Sijtb  Bnnual  iReport,  1910. 

During-  the  year  the  undermentioned  nine  meetings  were 
held  :  — 

i  ith  Jan.  Annual  General  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Church  Hall, 
when  the  President  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
antiquarian  work  carried  on  during  1909,  especially 
of  the  excavations  at  Old  Sarum;  and  Leland  L. 
Duncan,  Esq.,  M.V.O.,  f.s.a.,  a  Vice-President  of 
the  Society,  gave  a  lecture,  entitled  "An  Archaeo- 
logical Holiday  in  Suffolk,"  which  was  illustrated 
by  slides  made  from  his  own  photographs. 

15th  Feb.  E.  C.  Sinkler,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Council,  lectured 
upon  "Some  French  Cathedrals,"  mainly  Laon, 
Bourges,  Rheims,  and  Chartres.  The  lecture  was 
fully  illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

8th  Mar.  R.  Garraway  Rice.  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  a  member  of  the 
Council,  read  the  second  part  of  his  paper  entitled, 
"Such  Portions  of  Sussex  Churches  as  can  be  dated 
from  bequests  in  Early  Wills,  illustrated  by  Mr. 
Rice's  own  lantern  slides. 

7th  May.  A  Joint  Meeting  of  the"  Greenwich  and  Lewisham 
Antiquarian  Societies  was  held  at  Sevenoaks,  under 
the  leadership  of  James  J.  Dodd,  Esq.,  when  Knole 
Place  was  visited.  Mr.  Dodd  read  a  paper  upon  the 
Mansion. 

28th  May.  Membersof  the  Society  joined  the  Catford  and  District 
Natural  History  Society  in  a  visit  to  Dartford,  under 
the  guidance  of  R.  Brice  Higgins,  Esq.,  when  the 
Roman  Camp  and  ancient  British  Road  in  Joyden's 
Wood  were  visited,  and  Mr.  Higgins  read  a  des- 
criptive paper. 

17th  Sept.  A  meeting  was  held  at  Abbey  Wood  and  Plumstead. 

The  excavations  on  the  site  of  Lesnes  Abbey  were 
inspected  under  the  guidance  of  W.  T  Vincent,  Esq., 


xiv 


President  of  the  Woolwich  Antiquarian  Society, 
who  gave  an  interesting-  account  of  the  numerous 
discoveries  in  connection  with  the  Abbey  buildings. 
Afterwards  the  members  visited  Plumstead  Church 
(St.  Nicholas),  where  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Jaques,  m.a., 
vicar,  gave  an  account  of  the  history  of  the 
building,  and  its  recent  restoration. 

8th  Oct.  Meeting  in  the  City  of  London,  arranged  by  Anthony 
Nicholl,  Esq.,  f.r.g.s.,  a  member  of  the  Council, 
and  conducted  by  Bryan  Corcoran,  Esq.,  Upper 
Churchwarden  of  the  Church  of  St.  Olave's,  Hart 
Street,  which  was  the  first  building  visited.  Mr. 
Corcoran  gave  an  account  of  this  interesting  Church, 
and  the  communion  piate  was  exhibited.  Afterwards 
the  party  made  a  tour  along  the  site  of  the  south 
eastern  portion  of  the  Roman  City  wall,  many  pieces 
of  the  wall  being"  inspected,  especially  the  112  feet 
length  thereof  in  Messrs.  Barber  &  Co.'s  bonded 
warehouse  in  Cooper's  Row.  Next  the  disused 
Church  of  Holy  Trinity,  Minories,  was  seen,  wherein 
are  monuments  to  the  Legge  family,  including 
that  of  the  first  Earl  of  Dartmouth;  and  finally  the 
old  mansion,  now  33  Mark  Lane. 

8th  Nov.     Meeting  in  the  Parish  Church  Hall,  when  Leland  L. 

Duncan,  Esq.,  again  gave  his  illustrated  lecture 
upon  "An  Archaeological  Holiday  in  Suffolk, "  with 
additional  slides. 

13th  Dec.    Meeting  in  the  Parish  Church  Hall,  when  James  H. 

Porter,  Esq.,  gave  a  lecture,  entitled  "  From  Christi- 
ania  to  Moscow,"  illustrated  by  slides  largely  from 
his  own  photographs. 

A  meeting,  arranged  to  be  held  in  July  at  Guildford  and 
Compton,  had  to  be  abandoned  for  want  of  sufficient  support. 

The  Council,  in  congratulating  the  Society  upon  another 
successful  year's  work,  feels  it  necessary  to  urge  once  more  the 
necessity  for  the  introduction  of  new  members.  Unless  the  number 
is  very  materially  increased,  the  work  of  the  Society  must  necess- 
arily sutler. 

The  Council  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  our  old 
and  valued  member,  E.  L.  C.  P.  Hardy,  Esq.,  f.s.a. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Society  was  represented  at  the 
meeting  of  the  British  Association  in  Sheffield  by  the  President, 
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Sir  E.  W.  Brabrook,  who  was,  however,  able  to  attend  the  first 
meeting-  only  of  the  Conference  of  Delegates  of  Corresponding 
Societies. 

Lewis  C.  Thompson,  Esq.,  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
attended  the  Congress  of  the  South-Eastern  Association  of 
Scientific  Societies  at  Guildford  as  delegate  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer's  financial  report  shows  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£9  os.  7d. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  are  again  due  to  Charles 
AHfree,  Esq.,  for  working  the  lantern. 


E.  W.  BRABROOK,  President. 
J.  W.  BROOKES,  Hon.  Secretary, 
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U\venty?==scv>entb  Hnnual  IReport,  1911. 

During-  the  year  eig^ht  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been 
held. 

ioth  Jan.  Annual  General  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Hall,  when 
the  President,  Sir  E.  W.  Brabrook,  c.b.,  f.s.a., 
gave  an  Address,  entitled  "Some  Reminiscences"; 
and  James  J.  Dodd,  Esq,  a  Lecture  upon  "The 
Discoveries  at  Lesnes  Abbey,"  with  lantern 
illustrations. 

14th  Feb.  George  C.  Druce,  Esq.,  read  a  Paper,  entitled 
"  Birds  and  Beasts  in  Ecclesiastical  Architecture." 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides. 

4th  Mar.  Meeting  at  Ironmongers'  Hall  on  the  invitation  of 
the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Ironmongers.  Some  of  the  books 
and  other  treasures  of  the  Company  were  displayed, 
and  an  account  of  the  history  of  the  Company  and 
its  Hall  was  given  by  E.  H.  Nicholl,  Esq.,  Past 
Master  and  Honorary  Librarian  of  the  Company. 

14th  Mar.  E.  C.  Sinkler,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  Council,  read 
a  Paper,  entitled  "  Pictures  from  France  :  Amiens, 
Touraine,  Le  Mans,"  which  was  illustrated  by 
many  lantern  slides. 

8th  June.  A  meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  Greenwich  Anti- 
quarian Society,  was  held  at  Mickleham  and  neigh- 
bourhood, under  the  guidance  of  J.  H.  Porter, 
Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  Council;  amongst  other 
points  of  interest*  Mickleham  and  Fetcham 
Churches,  and  Norbury  Park  and  Mansion  were 
visited  :  the  latter  by  kind  permission  of  Leopold 
Salomons,  Esq. 

8th  July.  Meeting  at  Merstham  and  Redhill,  under  the  guidance 
of  Lewis  C.  Thomson,  Esq.,  Honorary  Treasurer 
of  the  Society.  Merstham  Church  was  visited  ; 
also  Gatton  Hall  and  Park  (by  kind  permission 
of  Sir  J.  Colman,  Bart.),  and  '  the  "Old  World 
Garden"  of  Mr.  Arthur  Trower,  at  Redhill, 
containing  within  its  boundaries  a  portion  of  the 
ancient  Pilgrims'  Way. 

14th  Nov.    Meeting   in    the    Parish    Hall,   when  Charles  W. 

Forbes,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  St.  Paul's  Ecclesi- 
ological  and  Royal  Photographic  Societies,  lectured 
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upon  "  Some  Ancient  Abbeys  and  Churches  of 
South  Essex,"  with  lantern  illustrations. 

19th  Dec.  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Hall.  Leland  L.  Duncan, 
Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a.,  gave  a  Lecture,  entitled 
44  Further  Wanderings  of  an  Antiquary  in  Kent," 
illustrated  by  slides  from  his  own  negatives. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Catford  Natural  History  Society, 
members  of  this  Society  had  the  opportunity  of  attending 
meetings  of  the  former  on  the  22nd  June,  at  Betch worth  ;  on 
the  26th  August,  at  Horton  Kirby,  and  Sutton-at-Hone  ;  and  on 
the  9th  September,  at  Norfolk  (Trinity)  College,  Greenwich. 

The  Council  has  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  death,  in 
October  last,  of  W.  E.  Ball,  Esq.,  ll.d.,  President  of  this 
Society  from  1901  to  1904  inclusive*  and  author  of  the  valuable 
paper  on  "  De  Luci  the  Loyal,"  published  by  this  Society,  and 
largely  circulated  in  connection  with  the  Woolwich  Antiquarian 
Society's  excavation  at  Lesnes  Abbey. 

The  balance  in  the  Honorary  Treasurer's  hands  on  the 
31st  December  was  £6  5s. 

The  Society  was  represented,  as  usual,  by  the  President,  at 
the  Congress  of  Delegates,  held  at  Portsmouth,  as  one  of  the 
associated  Societies  in  connection  with  the  British  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

L.  C.  Thomson,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
was  elected  as  delegate  to  attend  the  16th  Annual  Congress 
of  the  South  'Eastern  Union  of  Scientific  Societies,  held  at 
St.  Albans  in  June,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  David  Gill, 
k.c.b.,  ll.d.,  f.r.s.  The  meeting  was  most  successful,  and  had 
a  modern  side,  inasmuch  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  lectures 
was  on  Ki  Flying  Machines  and  their  Stability"  by  A.  P. 
Thurston,  Esq.,  b.sc,  with  models  of  the  leading  aeroplanes 
lent  by  the  Aeronautical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Thomson 
was  selected  to  act  as  Secretary  of  a  Committee  to  arrange  the 
library  for  the  L'nion,  and  thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Headecas,  librarian  of  the  London  School  of  Economics  Library, 
Clare  Market,  the  books  of  the  Union  are  now  located  in  that 
Institute,  with  the  necessary  facilities  to  the  members. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Grinling,  of  Woolwich,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  to  the  Union. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  C.  Allfree,  Esq., 
and  Victor  Du  May,  PIsq. ,  for  kind  assistance  in  working 
the  lantern. 

E.  W.  BR AB ROOK,  President. 
J.  W.  BROOKES,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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Uwent^ctgbtb  Hnnual  Ifteport,  1912. 

The  meeting's  held  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — '■ 

9th  Jan.  Annual  General  Meeting  held  in  the  Parish  Hall, 
when  the  President,  Sir  E.  W.  Brabrook, 
c.b.  ,  f.s.a.,  &c,  &c. ,  was  in  the  chair,  and  gave  an 
Address  upon  "The  Antiquarian  Events  of  the 
Past  Year,"  and  T.  V.  Holmes,  Esq.,  f.g.s.,  a 
Vice-President  of  the  Society,  lectured  upon 
"Smuggling,  mainly  as  practised  on  the  Scottish 
Border  in  the  Eighteenth,  and  the  first  half  of  the 
Nineteenth  Centuries." 

13th  Feb.  C.  W.  Stidstone,  Esq.,  gave  a  lecture  upon  "Cairo 
and  its  Mosques,"  illustrated  by  the  lantern. 

1 2th  Mar.  W.  R.  Davidge,  Esq.,  f.s.i.,  a.r.i.b.a. ,  m.i.c.e.,  a 
member  of  the  Council,  lectured  upon  "Mediaeval 
and  Later  Town  Planning,"  with  lantern  illustra- 
tions. 

1 6th  May.  A  Whole-day  Meeting  of  the  Society,  conducted  by 
J.  H.  Porter,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Council,  was 
held  in  the  Epping  Forest  district,  when  Ching- 
ford,  Ambresbury  Banks,  Waltham  Abbey,  the 
Eleanor  Cross,  Waltham,  and  Old  Temple  Bar 
were  visited. 

10th  June.  A  joint  meeting  of  the  Society  with  the  Dartford 
District  Antiquarian  Society,  was  held  at  Sutton- 
at-Hone  and  Horton  Kirby,  where  the  churches 
were  visited  under  the  guidance  of  Robert  Mar- 
chant,  Esq.,  A.R.I.B.A. 

19th  Nov.  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Hall,  when  Geo.  C.  Druce, 
Esq.,  read  a  Paper  entitled  "Notes  on  Mediaeval 
Natural  History,"  which  was  illustrated  by  Mr. 
Druce's  own  lantern  slides. 

10th  Dec.  Meeting  in  the  Parish  Hall,  when  Mrs.  Chandler 
gave  a  lecture  entitled  "A  Holiday  in  Tyrol  and 
the  Dolomites,"  with  many  lantern  views. 


The  Society  was  represented  by  Sir  E.  W.  Brabrook,  the 
President,  at  the  Congress  of  Delegates  of  Associated  Societies 
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held  at  Dundee  in  connection  with  the  British  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science.  An  interesting  discussion  took 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  fauna  and  flora,  and  a 
scheme  for  the  formation  of  reserves  where  examples  of  species 
of  animals  and  plants  might  be  preserved  was  advocated.  The 
delegates  were  cordially  invited  to  be  present  in  1914  at  the 
meeting  of  the  French  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  which  would  be  held  at  a  town  easily  accessible  from 
the  English  coast. 

Lewis  C.  Thomson,  Esq.,  attended,  as  Delegate  of  this 
Society,  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Congress  of  the  South  Eastern 
Union  of  Scientific  Societies  held  in  June.  The  meeting  was 
at  Folkestone  under  the  presidency  of  Lieut.  Col.  Sir  David 
Brain.  Many  interesting  papers  were  read,  but  those  attracting 
most  attention  were  the  Presidential  Address  on  "Botanical 
Bye-paths,"  and  "The  Alien  Flora  of  Britain"  by  our  local 
authority  on  plants,  W.  H.  Griffin,  Esq.  Of  the  United 
Societies'  Library,  now  located  in  the  building  of  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  a  catalogue  has  been  published  in  the 
"South  Eastern  Naturalist"  for  1912,  and  it  is  desirable  that 
anyone  having  spare  books  likely  to  be  suitable  for  inclusion  in 
the  library,  should  consult  the  Librarian,  C.  H.  Grinling,  Esq. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  are  once  more  due  to  Mr. 
Charles  Allfree  for  ably  working  the  lantern  at  the  winter 
meetings. 

The  Honorary  Treasurer's  Balance  Sheet  shows  a  balance 
in  hand  on  the  31st  December  of  £9  8s.  3d. 


E.  W.  BRABROOK,  President. 
J.  W.  BROOKES,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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1908. 

Balance  forward 
Subscriptions 
Sale  of  Books 


Audited  Balance  Sheets  from  1908  to  1912 

d 


£ 
■  7 

25 


£34 


1908.  £ 

Printing       ..   3 

Postage  and  Stationery    ...  1 
Hire  of  Hall,  Expenses  of 
Meeting-s,  etc.     ...  ...11 

Subscriptions :  — 

Home  Counties  Magazine 
South-eastern    Union  of 
Scientific  Societies 
Balance        ...        ...  ...16 


£34 


1909.  £  s.  d. 

Balance  forward     ...        ...16  16  2 

Subscriptions  ...        ...19    o  o 

Balance    on    Excursion:  — 

Croydon    ...       ...       ...  76 

Sale  of  Books         ..        ...  1  11  9 


£zi  15  5 


1909.  £ 
Printing-  (including  Mr. 

Duncan's  "  Lewisham")  23 
Postage  and  Stationery  ...  1 
Hire  of  Hall,  Expenses  of 

Meetings,  etc. 
Entertaining   London  and 

Middlesex  Archaeological 

Society 
Subscriptions  :  — 

Home  Counties  Magazine 

South-eastern  Union 
Balance 


d. 


8  10 


1  13  6 


6  S 


£37  '5  5 


1910.                              £  s.  d. 

Balance  forward     ...  ...  2  2  3 

Subscriptions          ...  ...19  15  o 

Balances  on  Excursions  :  — 

Lesnes  Abbey     ...  ...  3  0 

St.  Olave's          ...  ...  3  3 

Sale  of  Books,  etc....  ...  5  3 


£22    8  9 


1910.                               £  s.  d. 

Printing        ...        ...        ...  2  17  6 

Postage  and  Stationery    ...  1  12  4 
Hire  of  Hall,  Expenses  of 

Meetings,  etc.     ...       ...  7  5  10 

Subscriptions  :  — 

Lesnes  Abbey  Fund       .1  10 

Home  Counties  Magazine  6  6 

South-eastern  Union      ...  50 

Balance        ...       ...        ...9  o  7 

£22  8  «) 
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191 1.                              £  s.  d. 

Balance  forward   9  o  7 

Subscriptions          ...        ...17  7  6 

Balances  on  Excursions  :  — 

Mickleham          ...        ...  58 

Merstham  ...       ..."      ...  30 


£26  16  9 


1911.                              £  s.  d. 

Printing        ...        ...        ...  6    1  o 

Postage  and  Stationery    ...  1   15  3 
Hire  of  Hall,  Expenses  of 

Meetings,  etc.     ...        ...12    4  o 

Subscriptions  :  — 

Home  Counties  Magazine       6  6 

South-eastern  Union      ...       5  o 

Balance        ...       ...       ...6    5  o 

£26  16  9 
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£  s.  d.  I 


Balance  forward     ...        ...  6 

Subscriptions  ..  .-.15 

Balances  on  Excursions  :  — 

Dartford  

Waltham  Cross  ... 


£22  10  it 


1Q12. 


£ 


Printing        ...        ...  ...  2  18 

Postage  and  Stationery  ...  1  10 

Hire  of  Hall,  Expenses  of 

Meetings,  etc.     ...  ...  8  2 

Subscriptions  :  — 

Home  Counties  Magazine  6 

South-eastern  Union  ...  5 

Balance        ...       ...  ...  q  8 


^22  10  11 


IRules  of  tbe  Society 


1.  The  objects  of  the  Society  are  to  study,  and,  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  record  Antiquities,  with  special  regard  to  the  Parish  of  Lewisham. 

2.  The  Society  shall  have  for  Officers  :  a  President,  Vice-Presidents, 
twelve  Members  of  the  Council,  Honorary  Secretary,  and  Honorary 
Treasurer,  elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  each  year.  The  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  Honorary  Secretary,  Honorary  Treasurer,  and  nine 
Members  of  the  Council  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

3.  Members  shall  be  elected  by  the  Council. 

4.  The  Annual  Subscription  shall  be  5s.,  payable  on  the  1st  January. 
A  Member  may  commute  the  5s.  for  life  by  payment  of  two  guineas. 

5.  The  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  held  in  January. 

6.  Rules  may  be  altered  or  rescinded,  and  Members  excluded,  at 
General  Meetings  called  for  the  purpose  by  the  Council, 
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E)ian>  of  ftaooeeMngs,  1908-1912. 

{Continued  from  the  Volume  oj  Proceedings,  igoS,  page  25.) 


1908. 
14th  Jan. 


nth  Feb. 
10th  Mar. 
3rd  April. 

9th  May. 
3rd  Nov. 

15th  Dec. 


1909. 
5th  Jan. 


9th  Feb. 
9th  Mar. 

3olh  Mar. 
5th  June. 


Twenty-third  General  Meeting. — Address  by  the 
President,  Sir  E.  W.  Brabrook,  c.b.  ,  f.s.a.,  on 
44  The  Clubs  and  some  of  the  Learned  Societies  of 
London." 

Lecture  by  the  Rev.  Ronald  Bayne,  m.a.,  on 
"Southwark  Cathedral." 

Lecture  on  ''The  Story  of  Royal  Eltham,"  by 
R.  R.  C.  Gregory,  Esq. 

Lecture  by  W.  H.  Griffin,  Esq.,  on  "The  Making 
of  the  Ravensbourne  Valley — the  first  chapter  in 
the  History  of  Lewisham." 

Meeting-  at  Bromley,  Kent. 

Lecture  by  Lewis  C.  Thomson,  Esq.,  entitled  "  A 
Glimpse  of  Old  Kent." 

Lectures  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a., 
on  "Some  Irish  Antiquities,"  and  "The  City  of 
York"  ;  and  by  E.  C.  Sinkler,  Esq.,  on  "  Rheims 
and  Laon." 

Twenty-fourth  General  Meeting. — Address  by  the 
President  on  "Matters  of  Recent  Antiquarian 
Interest";  and  lecture  on  "Ancient  Paintings  and 
Sculptures  in  Surrey  Churches,"  by  George  C. 
Druce,  Esq. 

Lecture  entitled  4 '  Some  Notes  on  my  Travels  in  North 
America  "  by  Miss  Marie  L.  Spon. 

Lecture  by  R.  Garraway  Rice,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  on 
"  Such  Portions  of  Sussex  Churches  as  can  be 
dated  from  Bequests  in  Early  Wills." 

Lecture  on  "English  Domestic  Architecture"  by 
Gilbert  H.  Lovegrove,  Esq. 

Meeting  at  Farningham,  Downe,  Keston,  West 
Wick  ham  and  Addington,  under  Lewis  C, 
Thomson,  Esq. 
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1 2th June.  Joint  Meeting  at  Lewisham  with  the  London  and 
Middlesex  Archaeological  Societyunderthe  guidance 
of  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a. ,  and 
Herbert  Jones,  Esq.,  f.s.a. 

2nd  Oct.    Meeting  at  Croydon,  under  A.  L.  Hardy,  Esq. 

30th  Nov.  Paper  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a., 
on  "A  Chancery  Suit  in  1502  against  the 
Parishioners  of  Lewisham  in  the  matter  of  the 
Church  Tower";  and  a  Lecture  by  Leonard  M. 
May,  Esq.,  on  "Tombs  of  Different  Periods  in 
Churches  both  at  Home  and  Abroad." 

14th  Dec.  Paper  by  Lewis  C.  Thomson,  Esq.,  entitled  "Bits 
from  Old  Brittany." 


1 910. 
nth  Jan. 


15th  Feb. 


8th  Mar. 

7th  May. 

28th  May. 
17th  Sept. 

8th  Oct. 

8th  Nov. 
13th  Dec. 


Twenty-fifth  General  Meeting. — Address  by  the 
President  on  "Antiquarian  Work  in  1909";  and 
lecture  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a., 
entitled  "An  Archaeological  Holiday  in  Suffolk." 

Lecture  on  "Some  French  Cathedrals"  by  E.  C. 
Sinkler,  Esq. 

Paper  by  R.  Garrawav  Rice,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  on  "  Such 
Portions  of  Sussex  Churches  as  can  be  dated  from 
Bequests  in  Early  Wills  (Part  II)." 

Joint  Meeting  with  the  Greenwich  Antiquarian 
Society  at  Knole  House,  Sevenoaks,  under  James 
J.  Dodd,  Esq. 

Joint  Meeting  with  the  Catford  Natural  History 
Society  at  Dartford,  under  R.  Brice  Higgins,  Esq. 

Meeting  at  Lesnes  Abbey,  under  W.  T.  Vincent, 
Esq.;  and  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas,  Plumstead, 
under  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Jaoues,  m.a. 

Meeting  in  the  City  of  London,  under  Anthony 
Nicholl,  Esq  ,f.r.g  s.,  and  Bryan  Corcoran,  Esq., 
when  St.  Olave's  Church,  Hart  Street,  the  remains 
of  the  old  Roman  City  Wall,  and  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  Minories,  were  visited. 

Lecture  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq.,  M.v.o.,  f.s.a., 
entitled  "An  Archaeological  Holiday  in  Suffolk." 

Lecture  entitled  4*  From  Christiania  to  Moscow,"  by 
James  H.  Porter,  Esq. 
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191 1- 

ioth  Jan. 


14th  Feb. 
4th  Mar. 

14th  Mar. 
8th  June. 

8th  July. 
14th  Nov. 
19th  Dec. 


1912. 
9th  Jan. 


13th  Feb. 
1 2th  Mar. 
1 6th  May. 
13th  June. 
19th  Nov. 
ioth  Dec. 


Twenty-sixth  General  Meeting. — Address  by  the 
President  entitled  "Some  Reminiscences";  and 
Lecture  bv  James  J.  Dodd,  Esq.,  on  "  Lesnes 
Abbey." 

Lecture  on  "  Birds  and  Beasts  in  Ecclesiastical 
Architecture,"  by  George  C.  Druce,  Esq. 

Joint  Meeting  with  the  Home  Counties  Archaeo- 
logical Society  to  Ironmongers'  Hall,  under  the 
guidance  of  E.  H.  Nichol,  Esq.,  Past  Master  of 
the  Company. 

Paper  by  E.  C.  Sinkler,  Esq.,  entitled  "Pictures 
from  France:  Amiens,  Touraine,  Le  Mans." 

Joint  Meeting  with  the  Forest  Ramblers  and  the 
Greenwich  Antiquarian  Society  at  Mickleham, 
Fetcham  and  Norbury  Park,  under  James  H. 
Porter,  Esq. 

Meeting  at  Merstham,  Gatton  Hall  and  Redhill, 
under  Lewis  C.  Thomson,  Esq. 

Lecture  by  Charles  W.  Forbes,  Esq.,  on  "Some 
Ancient  Abbeys  and  Churches  of  South  Essex." 

Lecture  entitled  "  Further  Wanderings  of  an 
Antiquary  in  Kent,"  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  Esq., 

M.V.O.,  F.S.A. 

Twenty-seventh  General  Meeting.  The  President 
gave  an  address  on  the  Antiquarian  Events  of  the 
past  year;  and  T.  V.  Holmes,  Esq.,  f.g.s., 
lectured  upon  "Smuggling  as  practised  on  the 
Scottish  Border  in  the  Eighteenth  and  the  First 
Half  of  the  Nineteenth  Centuries." 

Lecture  by  C.  W.  Stidstone,  Esq.,  upon  "Cairo 
and  its  Mosques." 

Lecture  upon  "Mediaeval  and  Later  Town  Planning" 
by  W.  R.  Davidge,  Esq.,  f.s.i.,  a. r. i.e. a.,  m.i.c.e. 

Meeting  at  Chingford,  High  Beech,  Amesbury  Banks 
and  Waltham  Abbey,  under  James  H.  Porter,  Esq. 

Joint  Meeting  with  the  Dartford  Antiquarian  Society 
at  Sutton-at-Hone  and  Horton  Kirby. 

Lecture  by  George  C.  Druce,  Esq.,  on  Mediaeval 
Natural  History. 

Lecture  by  Mrs.  Chandler  on  "Tyrol  and  the 
Dolomites. " 
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Xist  of  /Members* 


Ames,  Percy  W.,  Esq.,  ll.d.,  f.s.a.,  71  Lewisham  Park. 
Ames,  Mrs.  P.  W.,  71  Lewisham  Park. 
Atkins,  Frederic,  Esq.,  7  Slaithwaite  Road. 
Allfree,  C.,  Esq.,  70  Mount  Pleasant  Road. 

Bannerman,  W.   Bruce,    Esq.,    f.s.a.,    The   Waldrons,   Croydon  (Life 
member). 

Barr,  Miss  Jessie  A.,  13  Gihnore  Road. 
Battye,  Miss  Margaret  C,  i  Albacore  Cresent. 
Bell,  Joseph  M.,  Esq.,  317  Brownhill  Road,  Catford. 
Belshaw,  Edward,  Esq.,  i.s.o.,  49  Lee  Terrace,  Blackheath. 
Blandford,  W.  Ffolliott,  Esq.,  3^  Gunterstone  Road,  West  Kensington, 
S.W. 

Brabrook,  Sir  Edward  W.,  c.b.,  f.s.a.,  v.p.a.i.,  v.p.r.s.l.,  17S  Bedford 

Hill,  Balham  (Life  member). 
Bradford,  Charles  A.,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  15  Old  Queen  Street,  Oueen  Anne's 

Gate,  S.W. 

Bristow,  The  Rev.  Canon,  M.A.,  St.  Olave's,  Eliot  Park. 
Brookes,  Joseph  W.,  Pembroke  Lodge,  Slaithwaite  Road. 
Brookes,  Mrs.  J.  W.,  Pembroke  Lodge,  Slaithwaite  Road. 

Cann,  Miss  L.  H.,  8  Belmont  Hill,  Lee,  S.E. 
Collingwood,  C  Harold,  88  Catford  Hill,  Catford. 

Dartmouth,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of,  37  Charles  Street,  S.W. 

Davidge,  William  R.,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  a  r.i.b.a..  Bank  House,  High  Street. 

Deverell,  Frederick  H.,  Esq.,  7  Grotes  Place,  Blackheath. 

Dewick,  Joseph,  Esq.,  59  Clarendon  Road. 

Dewick,  Miss,  1  Dartmouth  Grove,  Blackheath. 

Dewick,  Miss  Katherine,  59  Clarendon  Road. 

Dobell,  Mrs.,  Sherard  House,  Eltham,  S.E. 

Dodd,  Percy,  Esq.,  Lulworth,  Eastern  Road,  Brockley. 

Drew,  Alfred  C,  Esq.,  140  High  Road,  Lee. 

Duncan,  Leland  L.,  Esq.,  m.v.o.,  f.s.a.,  Rosslair,  Lingards  Road. 
Dyke,  Miss,  20  Dartmouth  Road,  Blackheath. 

Fletcher,  Miss  Louisa  R.,  10  BelmuiH  Park,  Lee. 
Fountain,  Frederick,  Esq.,  44  dooms  Hill,  Greenwich. 
Fox,  Joseph  \\\,  Esq.,  69  TVessillian  Road,  Brockley. 

Galzini,  S.,  Esq. ,64  Culverley  Road,  Catford. 

Godfrey,  Miss,  8  Belmont  Hill,  Lewisham. 

Guv,  Albert  L.,  Esq.,  a. r.i.b.a.,  Rostrevor,  Lewisham  Park. 
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Hans  comb,  Charles  E.,  Esq.,  a.r.i.b.a.,  13  Algiers  Road. 
HARDY,  Alfred  L.,  Esq.,  $j  Tressillian  Road,  Brockley. 
Hiscox,  Arthur  VV.,  Esq.,  23  Slaithwaite  Road. 

Hitchcock,  Walter  M.,  Esq.,  May  field,  Orchard  Road,  Blackheath. 
Hodgetts,  William,  Esq.,  e.r.s.l.,  16  Manor  Park,  Lee. 
Holmes,  T.  Vincent,  Esq.,  f.g.s.,  28  Crooms  Hill,  Greenwich. 
Hough,  Rev.  Canon  William  W.,  m.a.,  The  Vicarage. 

Jones,  Herbert,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  42  Shooters  Hill  Road,  Blackheath. 

Kennedy,  Arthur,  Esq.,  78  Tyrwhitt  Road,  Brockley. 

Keys,  Robert  S.,  Esq.,  VVharncliffe,  237  Devonshire  Road,  Honor  Oak  Park. 
Kibble,  Miss,  The  Laurels,  Ravensbourne  Park,  Catford. 
Kirby,  Herbert  C,  Esq.,  The  Hollies,  Copthorne,  Sussex. 
Knight,  A.  Charles,  Esq.,  Sunny  croft,  South  Norwood. 

Lewis,  Major  H.  Duncan,  16  Lansdown  Road,  Lee. 

Longsdon,  Rev.  W.  Hook,  m.a.,  The  Vicarage,  St.  Andrew's,  19  Aytoun 

Road,  Stock  well,  S.W. 
Lucas,  Frank  W.,  Esq.,  m.a.,  b.sc,  Ferndale,  Westcombe  Park  Road, 

Blackheath. 

Major,  Joseph  M.,  Esq.,  213  High  Street. 
May,  Leonard  M.,  Esq.,  60  Shooters  Hill  Road,  Blackheath. 
Mercer,  William  j.,  Esq.,  12  Marine  Terrace,  Margate. 
Morris,  Miss,  20  Glenton  Road,  Lee. 

Nicholl,  Anthony,  f.r.g.s.,  3  Belmont  Road. 

Parker,  Miss,  Woodville,  109  Rushy  Green,  Catford. 
Porter,  James  H.,  Esq.,  Ealdham,  103  High  Road,  Lee. 
Porter,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Ealdham,  103  High  Road,  Lee. 

Rice,  R.  Garraway,  Esq.,  f.s.a.,  23  Cyril  Mansions,  Prince  of  Wales  Road, 
S.W. 

Richardson,  Percy,  Esq.,  50  Basset  Road,  Notting  Hill,  W. 
Rucker,  Frederick  G.,  Esq.,  4  Vanbrugh  Terrace,  Blackheath. 

Sadler,  Frank,  Esq.,  18  Boyne  Road,  Lee. 

Saunders,  Martin  L.,  Esq.,  a.r.i.b.a.,  13  Blessington  Road,  Lee. 
Sinkler,  Edward  C,  Esq.,  55  Clarendon  Road. 
Spon,  Charles  A.,  St.  Olave's,  Hall  Place  Gardens,  St.  Albans. 
Spon,  Miss  Marie  L.,  i  Dartmouth  Grove,  Blackheath  (Life  member). 
Stone,  John  M.,  m.a.,  12  Vanbrugh  Park  Road  East,  Blackheath. 

Thomson,  Llavis  C,  2  Granville  Park. 

TOWNSEND,  Mrs.  Ida,  West  House,  Stanstead  Road,  Forest  Hill. 

Wheeley,  Arthur  T.,  Esq.,  29  Medusa  Road,  Catford. 
Wheeley,  Mrs.  A.  T.,  29  Medusa  Road,  Catford. 
White,  T.  R.,  Esq.,  m.a.,  31  Adelaide  Road,  Brockley. 
White,  W.  Llewellyn,  Esq.,  4  Berlin  Road,  Catford. 
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Cbc  flvcm'eters  of  St.  flftargaret,  Xee,  1579=1754,  with  extracts 

from  Wills  and  full  Indices  of  Persons  and  Places.  Edited  by 
Leland  L.  Duncan  and  Arthur  O.  Barron.  Imperial  Octavo, 
cloth,  8s.  post  free. 

Cbe  Monumental  inscriptions  in  tbe  Cburcb  ano  Cburcbgaro  of 

St  /Ifrarg,  XeWtSbam,  with  Indices  of  Persons  and  Places.  Edited 
by  Herbert  C.  Kirby  and  Leland  L.  Duncan.  Imperial  Octavo, 
cloth,  8s.  post  free. 

B  Calendar  of  alt  tbe  Xllills  relatina  to  tbe  Counts  of  Iftcnt, 

proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  1384-1559,  arranged 
lexicographically,  and  with  Index  of  Places.  Edited  by  Leland  L. 
Duncan,  f.s.a.  Imperial  Octavo,  cloth,  interleaved  with  stout 
writing-  paper,  10s.  6d.  post  free. 

£be  lpartsD  IRcrdstcrs  of  St.  /Hbarg,  Xcwisbam,  1558=1750,  being 

such  portions  as  were  saved  from  the  fire  of  1830,  with  numerous 
extracts  from  Wills  of  Persons  formerly  residing  at  Lewi-sham,  and 
full  Indices  of  Persons  and  Places.  Edited  by  Leland  L.  Duncan, 
f.s.a.    Imperial  Octavo,  cloth,  One  Guinea  post  free. 

IDC  XtlCi  tbC  Xo^al,  Founder  of  Lessness  Abbey,  by  W.  E.  Ball,  ll.d. 
Octavo,  cloth,  One  Shilling. 

£bC  pariSb  GblirCb  Of  St.  flftarg,  XeWtSbam  :  its  Building  and  Re- 
building, with  some  account  of  the  Vicars  of  Lewisham,  by  LhLAND 
L.  Duncan,  f.s.a.    Cloth,  Illustrated,  3s.  6d.;  4s.  post  free. 

Zbc  IRerusters  of  Qrpinciton,  Ikent,  1560=1754,  with  extracts  from 

Wills  and  full  Indices  of  Persons  and  Places.  Edited  by  Herbert  C. 
Kirby.    Imperial  Octavo,  cloth,  One  Guinea  post  free. 

B  Sbort  Tmstorp  of  Golfe's  Grammar  Scbool,  Xewisbam  1bill, 

1052=1394,  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  f.s.a.    Octavo,  paper,  6d. 

Cbe  Xife  atlO  ^titles  Of  Bbrabam  GolfC,  Vicar  of  Lewisham  and 
Founder  of  the  Grammar  School,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Br  AM  LEY,  D.D., 
Small  Octavo,  paper,  2s.    [Only  a  few  copies  remain.] 

©n  tbe  Derivation  ano  /obeaning  of  tbe  name  "Xewisbam,"  by 

the  Rev.  Professor  \V.  W.  Skeat.    Octavo,  paper,  td. 

Hbe  3nfluence  of  tbe  Crusaoes  on  Brcbitecture  in  Bncjlano,  by 

Joseph  YV.  Brookes.    Octavo,  cloth,  is. 

On  tbe  iPoctrp  ano  Science  of  Brcbarolog^,  by  Percy  w.  Ames,  f.s.a. 

Octavo,  cloth,  is. 

Crinih)  Ibospital,  Orcenwicb,  ano  its  afounoer,  by  c.  A.  Bradford, 

f.r.s.l.    Octavo,  cloth,  is. 

Cbe  /lftase  of  /nbase  ifoill :  £ro\?  (Towns  ano  Seruaalem  IRoaos,  by 

W.  E.  Ball,  ll.d.    Octavo,  cloth,  is. 

OOOS  atlO  BnOS  Of  XeWtSbam  IfoigtOrB,  by  Leland  L.  Duncan,  f.s.a., 
Price  is. 


Applications  for  copies  of  the  above  Publications  should  be  made  lo  tin- 
Society  s  Printer  : 

Cbarles  H-loctb,  Machbcatb  HMintiiuj  Morns,  S.E 


Xewisbam  antiquarian  Society. 


©bbs  anb  Enbs  of  Xewisbam 
lbtstov\>. 


Xclanb  %,  HHmcan,  jr.s.a. 


©i>&5  an&  Bnbs  of  Xewtebam  totetorp. 


i.—TLhc  XTowcr  or  tbe  jparisb  Gbuixb  of  3Levvtsbam. 


The  chief  event  of  the  closing  years  of  the  15th  century  in 
Lewisham  was  the  building-  of  the  Tower  of  the  Parish  Church. 
The  first  notice  we  have  of  this  is  in  the  will  of  Willi  am  Sprigg, 
who  in  147 1  left  his  house  in  East  Greenwich  to  be  sold  in  order 
to  carry  on,  or  perhaps  commence,  the  work.  From  that  date 
down  to  1498  there  is  a  stream  of  bequests  in  the  wills  of  the 
people  of  Lewisham,  and  we  may  from  these  infer  that  the 
building  went  on  slowly  from  time  to  time  as  money  became 
available.  For  the  place  was  not  the  home  of  many  or  even 
one  rich  family,  although  there  were  a  few  who  described  them- 
selves as  "esquire"  or  wrote  "  gentylman  "  after  their  names, 
but  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  was  the  distant  Prior  of  Shene  in 
Surrey,  who  no.  doubt  took  all  he  could  get  out  of  the  parish, 
and  does  not  appear  to  have  given  much  in  return. 

In  1498  Mr.  Robert  Cheseman,  a  member  of  a  family  of 
some  substance  at  Sydenham  or  Perry  Hill,  desired  his  executors 
to  glaze  "the  grete  new  wyndowe  of  the  belfraye  with  the 
picture  of  the  passion  of  our  Lord,"  and  we  gather  that  the 
lower  part  of  the  tower  and  possibly  the  bell  chamber  (the 
present  ringing  room)  was  completed,, but  funds  had  fallen  off, 
and  this  important  addition  to  the  Church  was  still  in  an 
unfinished  condition.  Such  was  the  position  of  affairs  as  a 
new  century  was  ushered  in,  and  the  Churchwardens  seem  to 
have  taken  counsel  with  certain  of  the  parishioners  as  to  the 
desirability  of  finishing  the  tower  in  the  customary  manner. 

One  William  Grenerig  was  Churchwarden  at  the  time,  and 
apparently  acting  on  the  result  of  a  gathering  of  parishioners  he 
arranged  for  the  completion  of  the  tower,  and  then  asked  for 
the  promised  subscriptions.  Mere,  however,  a  lamentable  mis- 
understanding, to  put  it  charitably,  was  discovered.  Those  to 
whom  he  looked  for  reimbursement  declined  to  pay  their  quota, 
and  the  ^ood  Churchwarden  was  left  with  the  debt  of  the 
building  fund  on  his  own  shoulders.  All  this  we  gather  from 
a  document  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  No.  75  of  Bundle  24S 
of  the  series  known  as  "  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,"  which 
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is  a  petition  "To  the  right  reverent  Father  in  God,  Henre 
Archbusshope  of  Canterbury1  and  Keper  of  the  Kinge's  grett 
seale,"  and  the  date  the  year  1502.  The  following  is  the  story 
it  tells  :— 

M  Humble  she  with  to  your  good  lordship  your  daily  oratour 
William  Grenrig,  late  beyng  chirch  warden  of  the  parisshe 
church  of  Our  Lady  of  Lews  am  within  the  countie  of  Kent  that 
where  agrement  was  taken  betwixt  your  seid  suppliant  and  the 
parisshoners  of  the  seid  church  that  the  seid  William  Grenerig 
shuld  fynysh  and  make  an  ende  of  a  steple  of  the  same  church 
at  that  tyme  newebegon  and  the  parisshoners  of  the  same  church 
to  bere  tbe  costys  of  the  same  and  uppon  trust  of  the  same 
Your  seid  suppliaunt  callyng  to  hym  masons,  carpenters  and 
other  men  such  as  were  necessary  for  the  byldyng  of  the  same 
steple  and  by  there  advyces  (he)  fynyshed  and  made  an  ende  of 
the  seid  steple  at  the  costys  of  your  seid  suppliaunt,  the  which 
drewe  to  the  some  of  xxij  markes  and  more  ;  and  after  the  seid 
costys  leide  downe  your  seid  suppliaunt  hath  desyred  Stephen 
Lendawll,  John  Smyth,  John  Toller,  John  Kechell,  John  Cheisman 
and  Thomas  Bate,  the  which  men  where  and  yet  ben  of  the  same 
parish  when  the  foreseid  composicion  and  bylding  was  made, 
and  your  seid  suppliaunt  hath  desyred  the  seid  persons  to  be 
contributorise  to  the  seid  costys  for  the  seid  steple  beforeside, 
and  that  to  do  they  utterly  refuseth  and  yet  don,  wherein  your 
seid  suppliaunt  hath  no  remedy  by  cours  of  the  comen  la  we. 

M  Please  it  therefore  your  good  lordship  to  graunt  wryttys 
of  sub  pena  to  be  dyrected  agynste  the  seid  Stephen,  John,  John, 
John,  John  and  Thomas,  retornable  in  the  Kynge's  Chauncery 
at  such  day  as  your  lordship  wyll  assigne,  to  aunswere  to  the 
premisses  and  thereuppon  to  do  as  shalbe  thought  according  to 
right  and  good  consciens.'' 

To  this  petition  Henry  Malyn,  of  London,  "  talough 
chaundeler,"  and  William  Bray,  of  the  same,  grocer,  appeared 
as  pledges,  and  it  is  endorsed  with  a  memorandum  that  the  case 
came  on  for  hearing  in  Easter  Term,  17  Henry  VI i  (a.d.  1502), 
and  was  adjourned  to  the  following  Michaelmas  Term,  then  to 
Hilary  (1502-3),  and  then  to  the  following  Michaelmas  (1503), 
but  like  most  of  these  early  cases  there  is  unfortunately  no 
record  of  the  final  order.  Perhaps  the  parties  complained  of 
managed  to  get  the  case  put  off  long  enough,  for  in  the  early 
part  of  1505  William  Grenrygge  died,  and  though  he  describes 
himself  as  of  Lewisham  he  desired  to  be  buried  at  Lee.  Was  he 
unwilling,  we  wonder,  to  rest  in  the  churchyard  of  the  parish 
which  had  treated  him  so  shabbily? 


1  Archbishop  Henry  Deane. 
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Of  the  persons  named  in  the  bill  of  complaint  the  best 
known  name,  next  to  the  Chesemans,  is  that  of  Stephen  Leven- 
dale,  or  Lendawll.  He  possessed  land  in  Est  Down,  Court  Hill, 
and  Ryfeld  Croft — all  names  it  will  be  noted  that  have  been 
preserved  to  this  da}' — as  well  as  other  property  in  South 
Brockley  and  "  Sypenham."  He  died  in  1520,  and  wished  to 
be  buried  before  the  Rood  in  the  Church.  He  left  10s.  towards 
a  bell,  but  it  would  be  unfair  to  infer  this  was  conscience  money. 

John  Smyth  died  in  1509,  and  John  Toller  in  1527,  when  he 
owed  John  Chiesman,  Esq.,  ^"29  for  his  farm.  This  was  a  large 
sum  (at  that  date)  for  a  small  farmer,  and  rather  suggests  that 
in  his  case  want  of  means  may  have  been  the  cause  of  his  failure 
to  redeem  his  promises.  The  Batts  were  an  old  Sydenham 
family,  and  John  Bate  may  have  been  one  of  them.  Of  John 
Kechyll  there  arc  no  particulars,  but  Alice  Kechyll,  a  widow, 
died  in  1541. 

Such  is  the  story  of  what  was  no  doubt  the  cause  of  much 
gossiping  in  the  village  at  the  time.  If  we  may  judge  from  the 
only  picture  of  the  old  Church  that  has  come  down  to  us,  before 
the  additional  storey  was  placed  on  the  tower  in  1774,  the 
"  fynyshing  and  makyng  an  ende  "  by  William  Grenerygge  was 
not  with  the  orthodox  battlements,  but  merely  a  plain  coping. 
Further,  as  one  William  Batt,  in  1512,  left  xxvjs  viijd  "to  the 
makyng  of  the  vice  of  the  steple  in  the  saide  churche  of 
Leuysham  "  the  newell  stair  to  the  upper  floors),  this 

addition,  with  its  rather  nicely  worked  bands  of  flint  and  stone 
in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Tower,  was  an  afterthought, 
a  fact  borne  out  by  the  moulding  of  the  archway  of  the  door 
leading  into  the  staircase  from  the  Church. 

In  1552,  in  the  Inventory  of  that  year,  four  bells  are  stated 
to  have  then  hung  in  the  steeple,  and  towards  these  John 
Fraunces  left  ^3  6s.  8d.  in  151 7— -the  first  bequest,  Stephen 
Levendale  igs.  in  1520,  Richard  Edwards,  wheelwright,  40c!.  in 
1527,  Richard  Gryme  10s.  in  1529,  and  Denys,  his  widow, 
3s.  4d.  in  1529. 

There  only  remains  to  add  that  the  gifts  left  by  parishioners 
in  their  wills  are  recorded  on  p.  9  of  the  History  of  St.  Mary's 
Church,  and  on  p.  47  of  Testamenta  Cantiana,  printed  by  the 
Kent  Archaeological  Society  in  1906. 
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ii. — XTbe  Contents  of  a  Xewtebam  Gottaoe  in  1529. 


There  are  many  documents  which  have  come  down  to  us 
from  past  centuries  which  bring  us  very  close  indeed  to  our  fore- 
fathers, and  it  needs  but  some  slight  knowledge  to  enable  us  to 
picture  them  in  their  homes  and  daily  life.  Amongst  these  papers 
perhaps  the  wills  and  inventories  taken  on  the  death  of  a  house- 
holder are  the  most  valuable,  for  the  intimate  information  they 
impart  and  the  human  touch  which  everywhere  clings  to  them. 
We  are  fortunate  enough  to  possess  two  such  inventories  of  the 
contents  of  Lewisham  cottage  farms  of  the  15th  century,  and 
the  following  copy  of  the  first  of  these  is  of  considerable  interest. 

Lewisham,  which  from  pre-Conquest  days  until  1414  had 
belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Peter  at  Ghent,  in  the  latter 
year  became  part  of  the  endowment  of  the  Priory  of  Shene, 
in  Surrey,  and  at  the  date  of  this  inventory  was  in  the  hands 
of  that  house.  The  place  then  consisted  of  a  series  of  small 
hamlets,  one  grouped  round  the  parish  church,  and  others 
at  Southend,  Perry  Street  or  Sydenham,  Brockley,  and  Rom- 
burgh  or  Hither  Green.  There  were  two  large  open  commons 
at  Blackheath  and  Westwood  (Upper  Sydenham),  with  various 
small  greens  at  Southend,  Rushey  Green,  Romburgh  and 
Brockley,  and  the  stretches  of  woodland  everywhere  must  have 
given  views  of  quiet  beauty  from  the  hills  which  form  the 
watershed  of  the  Ravensbourne,  then  a  strong  stream  with  some 
dozen  mills  along  its  banks. 

Of  the  inhabitants  we  have  fairly  full  information  from 
the  excellent  series  of  wills  preserved  in  the  Rochester  Court, 
now  at  Somerset  House,  and  in  a  Rental  of  the  Manor  in  1521, 
now  in  the  Public  Record  Office  (Rentals  and  Surveys,  Kent, 
vol.  174)-  Amongst  the  smaller  tenants  the  family  of  Batt 
appears  as  a  numerous  clan,  mostly  in  the  district  we  now  call 
Perry  Hill,  but  which  was  more  generally  known  at  that  time  as 
Sipenham  or  Sydenham,  the.  manor  house  of  which  stood  not 
far  from  Catford  Bridge. 

A  branch  of  this  family  appears  with  the  alias  of  Gryme, 
and  a  Richard  Gryme  is  shown  in  the  rental  just  mentioned 
as  holding  land  called  Rosccroft  and  Oldefeldes,  which  before 
had  belonged  to  one  Thomas  Fairwyn  (a  name  which  goes  back 
in  Lewisham  to  the  time  of  Edward  II),  and  for  which  he  paid  a 
yearly  rent  of  iod, 
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Turning-  to  the  list  of  wills,  we  find  in  the  year  1529  no  less 
than  three  of  members  of  the  Gryme  offshoot  of  the  Batt's, 
who  would  seem  to  have  been  stricken  by  some  deadly  sickness 
in  the  months  of  August  and  September  of  that  year.  The  call 
came  first  to  a  Thomas  Gryme,  whose  will  is  as  follows  :  — 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  The  yere  of  our  lorde 
God  MeCCCCCXXIX  the  vij  daye  of  Auguste  I  Thomas 
Gryme  of  Lewesham  in  ye  countie  of  Kent  husbondeman 
beyng  hole  mynde  make  my  testament  and  last  will  in 
manner  and  forme  as  folouyth.  Furste  I  bequeth  my 
sowlle  to  allmighti  God  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the 
churche  yarde  there.  Itm.  I  gif  to  the  hight  aulter  there 
xijd.  Itm.  to  the  moder  Churche  of  Rochestre  ijd.  Item  to 
Ric.  Gryme  my  best  Kote  and  on  Rede  Stere  of  ij  yere  of  age. 
Itm  to  George  Gryme  ij  yonge  oxon.  Itm.  to  John  Gryme  ij 
sterys  and  on  bullok  of  ij  yeris  age.  Itm.  to  the  belles 
of  Lewisham  x5.  Itm.  to  Margery  Shurhoke  vjs  viijd.  Itm. 
to  Agnes  Holarde  ijs  viiijd.  Itm.  I  gif  to  Thomas  Gryme 
my  son  and  to  heires  of  hym  on  tenement  in  the  whiche 
Ric.  Umfray  doth  duell  paying  to  his  iij  brothers  xxs  w* 
in  the  space  on  yere  next  insuyng  his  entry.  The  Residue 
of  my  goods  after  my  detts  and  funeralls  paide  I  gif  to 
Agnes  my  wyf  whome  I  make  my  sole  executrix  Sche  to 
order  and  dispose  and  paye  as  she  shall  thynke  most  expedient 
for  the  helth  of  my  sowll.  Itm.  I  will  that  Robert  Holard 
be  supervisor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  and  he 
to  have  for  his  labor,  iijs  iiijd.  Witness  herunto  Sir  Thos 
Wade  preste,  John  Alen,  wl  other."'2 

Thomas  Gryme  did  not  live  long  after  the  making  of  his 
will,  since  it  was  proved  at  a  Consistory  Court,  held  in  Dartford 
Church  on  the  19th  October,  1529,  and  it  would  seem  that 
his  son  followed  him  within  a  few  days,  since  the  will  of  the 
latter  is  entered  in  the  registers  immediately  after  that  of  his 
father.    This  is  as  follows:  — 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  In  the  vere  of  our 
lorde  God  MECCCCCXXIX  the  xij  daye  of' Auguste  I 
Thomas  Gryme  of  Lewysham  in  the  Countie  of  Kent 
husbondeman  in  goodc  mynde  make  my  will  in  this  wise. 
Furst  I  bequeth  my  sowll  to  God  my  bodie  to  be  buried 
in  the  parissche  churche  yard  of  Leuesham  a  foresaide. 
Itm.  to  ye  hight  aulter  there  xij a  Itm.  the  moder  churche 
of  Rochester  iiijd.  It.  to  the  bellez  of  Leuysham  vjs  viijd. 
I  gif  to  my  brother  John  Gryme  on  schepe  and  on  lambe. 
It.  to  William  Shirhoke  j  cowe.     Itm,  to  Thomas  Batt  on 


8  Rochester  Wills  (Somerset  House),  Book  viii,  fol.  224. 


8 


ODDS   AND   ENDS   OF  LE  WISH  AM  HISTORY. 


schepe.  Itm.  to  Ric.  Gryme  on  cote.  Itm.  I  will  that  Dirige 
and  mass  be  saved  euery  yere  ons  for  my  soull  and  all 
cristen  soullez  in  the  parissche  churche  of  Leuesham  duryng 
the  space  of  vij  yeris.  Itm.  I  gif  to  George  my  brother 
on  jerkyn.  Itm.  to  my  childe  too  kyne.  Itm.  to  John  Batt 
on  stere.  Itm.  to  Henry  Batt  a  stere.  Itm.  I  gif  to  Agnes 
-  -  Holarde  on  sctiepe.  Itm.  I  willy1  a  trentalt  of  masses  be 
saide  for  my  soull  and  all  cristen  soullez.  Itm.  I  gif  to  the 
causey  at  Catforde  vjs  viijd.  The  Residue  of  my  goodes 
after  my  detts  and  funerall  expensis  be  paide  I  gif  to  Denys 
my  wif  whom  I  make  my  sole  executrix.  Sche  to  order 
dispose  and  paye  as  she  shall  thinke  best  for  my  soull  and  I 
will  James  Richardson  be  ouersear  and  he  to  have  for 
his  labor  xld.  Witness  Sr  Thos  Wade,  preste,  John  Alen 
and  other." 

This  will,  it  will  be  observed,  is  dated  12th  August,  1529, 
and  as  on  the  31st  of  the  month  his  wife  styles  herself  "widow," 
Thomas  Gryme,  junior,  must  have  died  in  the  interval,  but 
the  date  of  probate  of  the  will  is  not  recorded. 

Once  again  were  the  parish  priest,  Sir  Thomas  Wade, 
and  John  Allen  summoned  to  the  Gryme  homestead,  and  this 
time  to  witness  the  last  will  of  Denys  Batt,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing transcript  completes  the  series  of  memorials  of  this 
stricken  household  :- — 

"  In  dei  nomine,  Amen.  The  vere  of  our  Lorde  God 
MeCCCCCIX.  The  laste  daye  of  "August  I  Denys  Batt 
late  the  wvff  of  Thomas  Batt  alias  Gryme  of  Leuesham 
hole  in  mynde  make  my  testament  in  forme  folowyng. 
Furste  I  bequeeth  my  soull  to  God  my  body  lo  be  buried 
in  the  churche  yard  of  Leuesham  aforesaide.  Itm.  I  be- 
queeth to  the  hight  aulter  of  Leuesham  xijd.  Itm.  to  the 
bell  iijs  iiijd.  Itm.  to  the  Causey  xld.  Itm.  I  will  a  trentall 
of  masses  be  saide  for  my  soull  and  all  xpen  soullez  in 
the  churche  of  Leuesham.  Itm.  I  gif  to  John  Baker 
iijs  iiijd.  Itm.  to  Margery  Chalkley  on  stere.  The  Residue 
of  my  goodes  after  my  detts  and  funerallys  be  performyd 
and  paide  I  will  y*  Thomas  Kynge  my  brother  have  the 
vse  and  order  to  the  profitt  and  vse  of  Henry  Batt 
my  son,  Itm.  I  will  yc  the  foresaid  Thomas  my  Brother 
be  myn  full  executor  lie  to  order  dispose  and  pave  as  he 
schall  thinke  moste  expedient  for  the  helth  of  my  soull. 
Witness  hervnto  Sir  Thomas  Wade,  preste,  John  Allen 
w*  other." 

The  will,  it  will  be  observed,  is  dated  the  31st  of  August, 
and  by  the  27th  November  Denys  Batt  had  been  laid  to  rest 
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in  the  churchyard,  and  her  executor,  making  an  inventory 
of  her  goods,  had  the  same  valued  by  three  well-known  in- 
habitants. This  inventory  gives  us  some  idea  of  a  small  cottage 
homestead  of  the  time  of  Henry  VIII,  and  its  contents.  There 
was  a  hall,  which  was,  probably,  in  a  small  house  such  as 
this,  entered  directly  from  the  street  or  garden,  a  kitchen,  and 
a  bedchamber.  The  furniture  of  the  whole  was  very  simple 
and  of  small  intrinsic  value.  The  clothes  or  4  4  werrynggere  " 
come  to  nearly  the  same  total,  and  the  real  wealth  of  the 
family  was  in  the  "  owthstoffe "  or  farm  produce  and  stock, 
the  bullocks  and  cows. 

The  Inventory  of  the  goods  of  Dioness  Gryme  late  the 
wyff  of  Thomas  Gryme  of  Leuesham  now  decessid,  made  the 
xxvij  day  of  Novembre  in  the  xxj  yere  of  Kynge  Henry  the  viij 
appraised  by  Robert  Holand,  John  Baker  and  John  Cheseman. ; 

The  Hall  Stuff. 

In    primis    the    hangyng    and  a 

paynted  cloth 
It.  a  table  p'ce 
It.  a  pair  of  trestels 
Itm.  a  forme 
Itm.  a  chayr ... 

The  Chambre. 

Itm.  a  fedderbed 
Itm.  a  nother  fedderbed 
Itm.  ij  bolstars 
Itm.  a  coverlet  of  Darnyk... 
It.  a  cradle  cloth 
Itm.  a  blanket 

Itm.  iij  payr  shets   ...        ...  * 

It.  a  beryng  shete  ... 
It.  a  bedstedde  and  a  forme 
Itm.  iiij  chests 
Itm.  a  testar  of  a  bedd 
Itm.  iiijor  lytell  presys  of  paynted 
clothys  of  dammiske  work  pryse 
Itm.  too  holde  payntyd  clothys  pryse 
Itm.  a  beds tedy ell  and  a  forme  pryse 
Itm.  a  nother  payntyd  holde  pryse 
Itm.  a  banket"  of  grydys  ... 
Itm.  too  tabell  clothys  prys 

1  RochcNter  Wills  (Somerset  House),  Book  viii,  fol.  22-j. 
*  Cloth  or  carpet  over  a  bench. 


vjd 

iiijd 

■X 

uif 
iiijd 


v'f  viijd 


njs  injd 
iiij 


iiij5 


viijd 
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iiij'1 


VIIJ 

viijd 
if 
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The  Kychyn. 

Itm.  a  brasse  pott  pryse  ... 

Itm.  a  brasse  pott  ... 

Itm.  a  tynkerys  ketyll  pryse 

Itm.  too  other  ketylls  ... 

It.  vij  platerys 

Itm.  j  pewter  dys 

Itm.  thre  sawserys  pryse  ... 

Itm.  a  chafyn  dys  of  latyne 

Itm.  a  spette  pryse  ... 

Itm.  a  peyre  of  pott  hokys  and  a 

peyer  of  pott  hangerys  ... 
Itm.  a  trefyth  pryse 
Itm.  iij  canstykys  ... 
Itm.  a  quarte  pott  of  pewter 
Itm.  a  pynte  pott  of  pewter 
Itm.  too  salte  sellerys 
Itm.  a  latyn  basyn  ... 
Itm.  a  powdryng  twfe  pryse 
Itm.  viij  bollys  pryse 
Itm.  too  halfe  tubbys 
Itm.  iij  grete  tubbys  pryse.. 
Itm.  a  sythe  pryse  ... 
Itm.  iij  axssys  pryse 
Itm.  iij  billys 

Itm.  a  pesse  of  lether  pryse 
Itm.  too  hamerys  pryse 


1 1  ij- 

5" 

iiijs 


xijd 


V11J" 

iijd 
iijd 
iiijd 
iija 

iiij'1 

viij'1 
viij'1 
iiij'1 
xij< 

iij" 
xij" 
xij< 

.if 

xiiid 
xviijd 
xijd 
viij*1 


Sm 


XXVs 


Werrynggere. 

Itm.  mannys  goone  coler  vyolett ... 

Itm.  a  jackett  coler  tawney       -  ... 

Itm.  a  doblett  of  chamlett 

Itm.  a  holde  doblett  of  worsted  ... 

Itm.  a  holde  goone  coler  wyolet  ... 

Itm.  a  womanys  goone  coler  vyolett 

Itm.  a  holde  wyolett  goone 

Itm.  a  rede  Kertyll  ... 

Itm.  too  raylys"' 

Itm.  x  kechyrys 

Itm.  too  pvrnys 

Itm.  a  smoke 

Itm.  j°  shortes 

Itm.  a  fosser,;  pryse 

Itm.  a  harnys  sjerdyll 


injs 
iij' 

y 

Xs 
Vs 

vi3 
nj3 


iiijd 
xvid 


vuj1 


J1 

vnj' 


Ntg'htg'ear, 


rt  A  small  press. 
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Itm.  a  nother  harnys  gerdyll 

Itm.  peyer  of  amber  bedys  vv1  too 

ryngs  ... 
Itm.  too  bowys 
Itm.  cape  for  a  woman 
Itm.  a  hatte  ... 


iiijs 


Sma 


111 


The  Ovvthstoffe. 
s  otys  pryse  the 


pryse 
pryse 
the 


the 


the 


pesse 


Itm.  xxiiij  shokys 

shoke  vj'1  ... 
Itm.   Tahvode  v  lodys 

lode  xiid   

Itm.  v  lodys  of  buwyn 

lode  xijd 
Itm.    vj    sterys  pryse 

xiijs  iiijd 

Itm.  xij  kene  pryse  the  presse  xs  ... 
Itm.  a  nother  holde  kowe  ... 
Itm.  a  bollock  pryse 
Itm.  xij  schepe  pryse  the  pesse  xvijd 
Itm.  vij  lamys  pryse  the  lame  xijd 
Itm.  a  sowe  pryse  ... 
Itm.  vii  schethys8  pryse  the  pesse 


viijd.. 


Sm 

Sm 

Sm 

Sm 
Sm 


Sm 
Sm 


Sm 


in]' 
vj1 


Itm.  v  pollythys9  and  a  Koke  pryse 


Sm 


XlllJ1 


The  Redy  Mony. 
Itm.  she  had  in  rede  mony 


iij- 

xd 

xxd 

V11JU 

Vs 

viJ 

xijs 

Vs 

Vs 

vij* 

vijs 

xvis 

vijs 

inf 

iiij8 

viijd 

xd 

Vs 

xd 

viijd 

xiij8 

Sm  totalis  xix1 


The  total  value,  ^19  13s.,  may  be  translated  as  being 
equal  to  between  ^300  and  ^400  of  our  present  money.  I 
have  said  that  the  appraisors  were  well-known  Lewisham  men. 
John  Chesemen,  who  is  dignified  as  an  "  Esquire  "  (which  then 
meant  what  it  said),  was  a  large  landowner  in  the  Catford 
district  and  other  parts  of  the  parish.  Robert  Holand  had 
property  at  Southend,  and  we  shall  hear  more  of  his  family 
later  on.    John  Baker  was  another  man  of  substance. 

The  Consistory  Court  for  the  Diocese  of  Rochester  was 
held  alternately  at  Rochester,  West  Mailing  and  Dartford,  and 
it  was  at  this  last-named  place  that  Thomas  King,  the  executor 
and  brother  of  the  deceased,  exhibited  the  will  and  inventory  on 


Bavin  or  lire  wood. 


*  Young  pigs. 


"  Pullets. 
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the  2nd  December,  1529,  and  also  put  in  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  which  he  had  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of 
her  husband  and  herself  :  — 

These  be  the  parcells  layd  owte  for  the  beryall  of  Thomas 
Gryme  the  yonger  and  Denys  hys  wyffe  and  thos  that  be  to  be 
payd  by  Thomas  Kyng  as  here  after  folowyth 


Itm.  to  the  hey  awlter 

Itm.  for  makyng  of  their  wylls  ... 

Itm.  iiij  kawes  in  they  thyd10 

Itm.  for  the  beryall  af  Denys 

Itm.    for    the    monyth    mynd  of 

Thomas  Gryme  ... 
Itm.  for  the  monyth  mynd  of  Denys 

Gryme 

Itm.  for  ij  payre  of  cross"  ... 

Itm.  to  the  new  bell  for  both  there 

bequests  ... 
Itm.  ij  trentalls  for  them  both 
Itm.  to  the  cause11  for  them  both... 
Itm.    payde    to    YVyllm    Bat  the 

yonger  tor  rent  of londe 
Itm.  payde  to  John  Bankyn  for  rent 


Itm.  for  bordyng  of  V 


:hylde  from 
Lady  vnto 


the  natyvite  of  yor 

Crystmas  ... 
Itm.  for  kepyng  Denys  Gryme  when 

she  lay  seke 
Itm.   for  a  obet  for  the  space  of 

vij  yeres  yerely 
Itm.  for  ye  costs  of  the  courte  and 

other  charge  at  Dertforde  *  ... 
Itm.  for  my  labor  for  the  space  of  a 

fornyght  bytymes  . 
Itm.  for  pylgrvmagys  iij  tymys  to 

yor  lady  of  VValsyngham 
Itm.  to  the  rode  of  Coomforde  at 

Kynxtone,  to  the  rode  of  Boxley 
Itm.  to  the  rode  of  rest  of  Dagnham 

and  to  Sent  Peter  of  Mvllyn 
Itm.  to  the  rode  of  Sent  Mare  Paten 
Itm.  for  the  wrvtyng  of  tin  s  by  II  .. 
Itm.   payde    to  John    Russyn  for 

wehete  ovvyng  to  hvm  ... 


xxxnj3 
xv8 
xxvjs 

iij8 

Xs 
XXs 
Xs 


X1,J 
vjs 

Xs 

viij* 

v6 

XXs 


xiy 
xvj1 
iiij1 


VI  Ij" 


vjs  viijc 


mj 
viijc 


xvf 

vij'1 
viij" 
iiij'1 


1 ''  The  meaning'  of  this  is  doubtful. 

1  1  The  causey  or  causeway  at  Catl'ord. 
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Itm.  payde  to  Jamys  Rychardson 

the  oversear  of  the  wyll ...        ...  iijs  iiij'1 

Itm.  to  the  preyferys  for  ther  labor 

and  mete  and  drynke     ...        ...  ijs 

MpTE,— This  Inventory  w  as  printed  in  "  The  Home  Counties  Magazine  " 
for  January,  1907.  The  Editor  of  that  Magazine  has  readily  concurred 
in  its  inclusion  here  as  part  of  our  local  series  of  records. 

In  the  whole  series  of  will  books  of  this  Court  we  have 
no  other  inventory  and  account  entered  as  fully  as  the  above, 
and  it  give  us  a  valuable  insight  into  the  procedure  and  life 
of  the  time.  The  sickness  and  death  of  the  widow.  After  the 
burial  the  pair  of  small  stone  crosses  placed  at  the  head  and 
foot  of  each  grave.  The  month's  mind,  with  mass,  for  the  souls 
of  the  departed.  The  boarding  out  of  the  little  one  bereft 
of  father  and  mother.  Then  the  arrangements  for  the  yearly 
commemoration  or  obit,  the  hiring  of  professional  pilgrims  to 
the  well-known  shrines,  there  to  say  prayers  on  behalf  of  Denys 
and  her  husband.  But  it  strikes  one  as  rather  wanting  in 
brotherly  feeling  that  Thomas  King  should  charge  the  estate 
"my  labor  for  the  space  of  a  fornygth  bytymes "  and  "for 
wrytyng  of  thys  byli,"  unless,  as  indeed  may  have  been  the  case, 
he  employed  an  attorney. 

Of  more  local  interest  are  the  entries  respecting  the  causeway 
at  Catford  and  the  bells  of  the  parish  church.  The  latter  we 
have  touched  upon  in  another  place.  The  causeway  was  doubt- 
less at  or  near  the  spot  where  Catford  Bridge  spans  the 
Ravensbourne,  or  Randysborne  as  it  was  then  called.  The 
stream  in  those  days  was  wider  and  much  more  rapid,  and 
the  flooding  of  the  countryside  after  heavy  rain,  probably  a 
yearly  occurrence  in  winter.  This  made  it  necessary  to  provide 
a  raised  way,  with  ^ood  fiag-stonc"s  laid  on  the  summit,  to 
enable  pedestrians  to  reach  the  footbridge,  such  as  is  sometimes 
seen  yet  in  country  villages  similarly  situated. 

The  reading  of  a  document  such  as  the  foregoing  Inventory 
and  Account,  written  as  they  are  purely  phonetically,  gives  us 
some  idea  of  the  pronunciation  of  English  in  the  days  of  the 
early  Tudors.  The  vowels  then  had  what  we  nowadays  call 
the  continental  value,  not  as  modern  English  is  spoken.  It  will 
be  observed,  for  instance,  that  Dart  ford  is  written  Hertford,  and 
it  is  extremely  likely  that  could  we  meet  Thomas  King  or 
Denys  Grvme  we  should  have  considerable  difficulty  in  under- 
standing one  another.  "A  man's  old  violet  gowne  "  would 
not,  we  venture  to  think,  be  immediately  recognized  nowadays 
by  the  "man  in  the  street"  were  it  called  (as  here)  "a  mahnys 
holde  weeolet  goone." 
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in — Zht  Goobs  of  3ohn  Ibolarfc,  (iftvs.  Golfe'e  jfatber, 

1570. 


Robert  Holand,  or  Hollard,  one  of  three  appraisers  of  the 
goods  of  Denis  Gryme,  was  a  member  of  a  family  of  yeoman- 
standing-  in  the  parish  in  the  16th  century.  They  appear  to 
have  lived  first  of  all  in  the  Sydenham  district,  perhaps  near 
Bell  Green,  and  early  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  became 
possessed  of  some  property  at  Southend. 

Amongst  the  Colfe  deeds  in  the  possession  of  the  Leather- 
sellers'  Company  are  three  which  tell  the  descent  of  this  cottage. 
The  first  is  dated  ioth  November,  7  Henry  VIII  (1516),  a  deed 
of  sale  by  William  Vyolett  and  John  Calaway  to  William  Kychell 
of  a  cottage  and  garden  "in  the  South  End  of  Lewysham 
between  the  common  stream  called  Randysborne  on  the  west 
and  south  and  the  King's  highway  leading  towards  London  on 
the  east  and  north."  On  the  16th  November  in  the  following 
year  William  Kychell  of  Levysham  sold  the  house  to  John  Hill 
of  Levysham,  miller,  and  on  the  4th  July  following  he  in  turn 
sold  it  to  Robert  Hollarde.  In  1530  Robert  Holard,  who  is 
described  as  of  "  Sepynham  in  Levysham,  yoman,"  granted  the 
cottage  to  his  brother  John  Holard,  smyth,  who  had  previously 
in  1 5 14  purchased  a  messuage  lately  belonging  to  one  Edmund 
Calthorp  from  Roger,  one  of  the  sons  of  Richard  Howchynson. 

This  John  Holarde,  or  Holande,  who  styles  himself 
"yeoman"  in  his  will  dated  12th  April,  1545,  died  in  the 
following  year,  leaving  a  son  John,  his  wife  Anne  and  some 
daughters.  He  mentions  his  two  "  preyntises,"  John  Stapull 
and  William  Parson — and  amongst  the  witnesses  appears  Miles 
North,  who  was  chantry  priest  of  Walker's  chantry  at  the 
Trinity  altar  in  the  Parish  Church. 

Robert  Hollard  of  Sipenham  seems  to  have  died  in  1563, 
leaving  his  wife  Joan,  a  daughter  Agnes,  and  a  son  John,  who 
was  not  then  21. 

Such  is  the  scanty  material  at  our  disposal  relating  to  the 
history  of  the  earlier  members  of  this  family. 

From  this  stock  came  John  Holarde,  or  Holland  (the  name 
is  spelt  in  both  forms,  and  once  as  "  Nallarde  alias  Holland"), 
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who  married,  had  five  daughters,  and  died  in  the  early  part  of 
1576.  He  also  was  a  "  blacksmyth  "  by  trade,  and  possibly  the 
son  of  John  Hoiarde  mentioned  above.  Four  of  his  daughters, 
Susan,  Johan,  Rachell  and  Agnes  (or  Anne),  need  not  detain  us 
on  the  present  occasion,  but  Margaret,  who  married  firstly 
'  Jasper  Valentine,  a  tanner,  and  in  1610  Abraham  Colfe,  the 
Vicar,  has  been  kept  in  remembrance  by  her  little  memorial 
stone,  now  over  the  north  door  of  the  Parish  Church,  in  which 
we  are  told  she  was  for  "  Forty  years  a  willing  nurse,  midwife, 
surgeon  and  in  part  physitian  to  all  both  rich  and  poor." 

John  Hollard's  will  is  dated  1st  Feb.,  1575-6,  and  was 
proved  on  7th  April  following,  and  amongst  Mr.  Colfe's  papers 
now  at  Leathersellers'  Hall  is  an  Inventory  of  his  goods,  which 
again  gives  us  a  good  idea  of  the  contents  of  a  small  homestead 
of  the  time. 

The  house  did  not  differ  from  that  of  Denis  Gryme.  A 
hall,  a  chamber  with  a  loft  or  upper  room  over,  a  kitchen,  dairy, 
and  a  small  chamber  for  the  servant,  comprised  the  total 
accommodation,  and  the  furniture  was  of  a  very  simple  descrip- 
tion. The  smithy  no  doubt  adjoined  the  house,  with,  perhaps, 
a  spreading  oak  tree  hard  by.  It  would  have  been  interesting 
to  have  had  more  detailed  particulars  of  "  his  working  tooles." 

One  may  wonder  nowadays  at  the  inter-marriage  of  the 
Vicar  of  the  parish  with  the  daughter  of  the  village  blacksmith, 
who  could  not  even  write  her  own  name  (apparently  she  never 
got  beyond  being  able  to  make  M  for  Margaret),  but  the  class 
prejudices  of  the  iSth  and  early  19th  centuries  had  not  then 
arisen,  and  so  far  as  we  know  such  an  union  provoked  no 
comment.  She  made  Abraham  Colfe  an  excellent  wife,  and  at 
her  death  in  1643,  at  the  age  of  nearly  79  years,  her  duties  to 
the  place  of  her  birth  were  engraved  on  the  marble  slab  from 
which  I  have  quoted  above. 

And  now  to  turn  to  the  contents  of  her  father's  house:  — 

Thys  ys  the  true  and  perfit . Inventory  of  all  and  singler  the 
goodes  of  John  Hollard  late  of  Lewsham  in  the  Count}-  of  Kent 
and  dioc.  of  Rochester  deceased  made  and  praysed  the  ij  day  of 
Februarii  and  in  the  Yeare  of  our  Iorde  God  One  Thousand  five 
hundreth  Threescore  and  fiftene  (1575)- 

In  the  Shope. 

In  primis  his  working  tooles  and  all 

such   implements    as   belong  to 

his  occupacon  praysed  at 
It.  the  Iron  in  the  said  shop  to  be 

wrought  and  yl  is  already  wrought 


y\\\'y  iiij,! 
vjs  viij1' 
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In  the  Hall. 

It.  j  Cubard  a  long-  table  a  forme 
and  a  quarter  table  a  paire  of 
playing  tables  the  painted  clothes 
ij  li t ell  chaires  and  a  joyned  stole 
vj  cushions  ij  paire  of  pottangers 
a  fire  shovell  a  paire  of  tonges 
j  andiron  a  paire  of  pothookes 

j  paire  of  sheres  praysed  at       ...  xvis  iiij' 


In  the  Chamber. 

It.  where  he  lay  j  cobard  j  joined 
bedsted  j  fetherbed  j  flock  bed 
ij  blankets  j  covering  ij  bolsters 

j  pillow  praysed  at         ...        ...  xxvijs  vjd 

It.  more  in  the  same  chamber  vij 

chestes  praysed  at         ...        ...  xijs 

It.  xvij  paire  of  shettes  ix  table 

clothes  ix  table  napkins  xiij  hand 

towels  ij  long  towels  viij  pillow 

beres  praysed  at  ...        ...        ...  xlvjs  viijd 

It.  the  painted  clothes  in  the  same 
chamber  and  a  forme  by  the  bed 

side  praysed  at    ...        ...        ...  ijs  vjd 


His  wearing  ray  men  t. 

It.  iiij  shertes  j  gowne  of  fresse 
j  coote  of  frese  ij  paire  of  hose 
ij  dobletts  of  canves  ij  peticotes 
of  white  cotten  j  cloake  of  blake 
clothe  j  jerkin  of  blackcloth  ij 
cappes       ...        ...        ...        ...  xxs 


In  thold  lofte. 

It.  ij  old  plaine  bedstedes  j  fetherbed 
j  mattris  ij  bolsters  ij  coverletts 
j  blankett  praysed  at      ...        ...  viijs 

It.  xH  of  towen  yarne  praysed  at  ...  iijs  iiij' 


In  the  same  lofte. 

It.  the  painted  clothes  and  ij  old 
chestes  and  his  rood  saddell  wl 
all    thinges     therto  belonging 

praysed  at    iiij"  xl1 
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In  the  same  chamber. 

It.  ij  Kelers  and  other  old  Imple- 
ments       ...        ...        ...        ...  iijs 

It.  j  bushell  of  mejklin  praysed  at... 

In  the  lofte  over  the  Hall. 

It.  j  bedstead  j  fetherbed  ij  bolsters 
ij  old  blanketts  j  old  covering  v 
pillows  praysed  at         ...        ...  xiiijs 

In  the  same  loft. 

It.  j  tabell  j  paire  of  Tressels  ij 

formes  j  chest  j  bynne    ...        ...  iiijs 

It.  more  the  painted  ciothes  vvl  other 

old  implements  in  the  same  lofte  ijs 
It.  more  j  bushell  of  corse  wheat  ... 

In  the  same  lofte. 

It.  the  apples  ...        ...        ...  ijs 

It.  more  certaine  cheses  and  butter 

barrelled    ...        ...        ...        ...  xs 

In  the  same  lofte. 
It.  other  old  implementes  ... 

In  the  buttery  or  milkhowse. 

It.  viij  platters  of  pewter  vj  pewter 
dishes  j  basen  ix  saucers  iiij 
poringers  vij  pewter  potts  vj 
candelsticks  j  chafing-  dishe  iij 
brasse  potts  ij  brasse  pannes 
ij  kettles  ij  skillets  iiij  spitts 
ij  dripping  pannes  iij  trying  panes 
ij  gridirons  j  chopping  knife  ij  salt 
sellers  of  pewter  j  doseu  of  pewter 
spones  ij  dosen  of  trenchers  v 
milk  bowles  j  skomer  j  chamber- 
pott  a  paire  of  cobirons  of  iron 
a  powdring  tubbe  with  other 
necessaries  praysed  at    ...        ...  xlvijs 

In  the  litell  chamber  by  the  butry. 

Urn.  one  bedsted  and  the  sen  aunts 
bed  praysed  at 


iS 
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In  the  Kitchin. 

It.  iiij  old  tubbes  j  cherne  j  bonlting- 

huche  and  a  kneding  trofe        ...  ijs 
Item  iij  kine  praised  at      ...        ...      iiiju  xs 

It.  a  mare  praised  at         ...        ...  xiijs  iiijd 

It.  a  young  so  we  praised  at         ..  iijs  iiijd 

It.  in  the  barne  the  hay  and  straw  xiijs  iiijd 

It.  the  Rie  to  thrashe  in  y°  barne...  xxd 
It.  j  ladder  and    certaine  bqrdes 

aboute  the  yard   ...        ...        ...  xiicl 

It.  a  grinstone  in  the  same  yerd  and 

ij  hundreth  of  tiles         ...        ...  vs 

It.  a  lynnen  whele  ...        ...        ...  vid 

It.  ij  flitches  of  bacon        ...        ...  iiis  iiijd 

It.  the  lease  of  the  medowes  wch  is 

mencioned  in  the  will     ...        ...  viij1' 

Suma  totalis     ...        ...  xxviij'1  xijs 
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iv.— tlbe  Scisurc  of  a  /iiMU  in  le-wisbam  in  1604, 
anD  wbat  befell  its  (raptors. 

The  following  copy  of  a  small  parchment  deed  which  lately 
came  into  my  possession  tells  its  own  story  in  a  way  which 
would  be  spoilt  by  a  rewriting  of  the  tale,  although  we  have 
here  in  brief  the  elements  of  what  was,  we  may  be  sure,  an 
exciting  village  episode  of  the  autumn  of  1604.  There  were 
always  a  goodly  number  of  mills  along  the  Ravensbourne  from 
Southend  to  Deptford  Creek.  Eleven  existed  in  10S4,  when  the 
Doomsday  Inquest  was  taken,  and  we  have  the  names  of  several 
in  the  manor  rolls  of  the  14th  and  15th  centuries.  Which  mill 
was  held  by  Thomas  Lewis  at  the  date  of  his  misfortune  in  the 
second  year  of  King  James  I  is  not  recorded,  but  as  Mr.  Justice 
Style  was  a  Beckenham  man,  we  may  perhaps  assume  that  it 
was  one  of  the  mills  at  Southend,  which  even  now  is  a  quiet 
spot,  and  in  those  days  must  have  been  sufficiently  rempte  for 
the  proceedings  of  Francis  Olyffe  and  his  partners  to  have  been 
carried  out  with  comparative  impunity  at  the  start. 

Why  they  seized  the  mill  does  not  appear;  perhaps  for  debt. 
They  were  not  mere  midnight  robbers,  since  they  held  what 
they  had  taken,  and  had  to  be  dislodged  by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  with  all  the  majesty  of  the  law  behind  him.  On  the 
whole  they  seem  to  have  got  off  lightly.  A  slight  term  of 
imprisonment  (the  arrest  was  on  the  26th  of  November  and  the 
release  is  dated  4th  December)  and  a  fine  of  6s.  each,  with 
forfeiture  of  their  weapons,  cannot  be  regarded  as  excessive  for 
such  high-handed  proceedings.  And  the  weapons — "  twoe 
goones  twoe  daggers  one  boe  and  eighte  arrowes" — if  only  we 
had  them  to  decorate  the  Council  Chamber  at  Catford  to-day 
with  the  record  of  their  capture  framed  beneath  them  !  But 
here  is  the  story  as  told  in  the  deed:  — 

"Memorandum  that  I  Edmond  Style  Esquier  one  of  his 
ma'-  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Kent  did  upon  the 
xxvjl!l  day  of  November  nowe  laste  paste  come  vnto  a  certain 
Mill  in  Lewsham  in  the  same  county  belonginge  to  one  Thomas 
Lewis  of  Lewsham  aforesaid  miller  W  ithin  which  Mill  I  founde 
Frauncis  Olyffe  of  East  Grenwich  in  the  same  county,  Farriar, 
Thomas  Fawdinge  and  Thomas  Beane  of  Lewsham  aforesaid, 
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Tanners,  forcibly  keepinge  the  possession  of  the  same  Mill  from 
the  said  Thomas  Lewis  against  the  peace  of  or  Soueraigne  Lord 
the  Kinge  beinge  armed  wth  tvvoe  goones  tvvoe  daggers  one  Boe 
and  Eighte  arrowes  \vch  said  weapons  were  prased  to  the  valevve 
of  Five  shillings  by  John  Eaton  of  Lewsham  aforesaid  gentelman 
and  Robert  Copps  of  Lewsham  aforesaid  yoman.  Whereupon 
I  the  said  Edmond  Style  did  at  the  same  present  comitt  the 
same  Frauncis  Olyff,  Thomas  Fawdinge  and  Thomas  Beane 
vnto  his  mats  nexte  gaole  in  the  same  county  accordinge  to  the 
statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided.  Wherfore  for  the 
releasinge  and  settinge  at  liberty  of  the  same  parties  1  the  said 
Edmonde  Style  have  this  present  Fowerth  day  of  December 
hereunder  written  assessed  and  fyned  the  same  Frauncis  Oliff 
at  vjs  Thomas  Fawdinge  at  yj3  and  Thomas  Beane  as  vjs  and 
haue  deliuered  the  same  three  several!  somes  of  vjs  together  i  \v t:: 
the  foresaid  vs  vnto  Phillipp  Thompson  then  Baliff  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  same  county  of  Kent  to  thuse  and  behoof  of  or  Soueraigne 
Lord  the  Kinge.  In  witnes  wherof  I  haue  herevnto  set  my 
hand  and  seale  the  Fowerth  day  of  December  1604  And  in  the 
second  yere  of  the  reigne  of  or  soueraigne  Lord  James  by  the 
grace  of  God  Kinge  of  England  Fraunce  and  Ireland  defender 
of  the  faith  &c.  and  of  Scotland  the  Eighte  and  Thirtihe. 


Edmund  Style." 
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v.—  iRomfcurGb, 

Cbe  Storg  of  a  tfcrGOttcn  Hewisbam  Irtame. 


Although  the  documents  relating  to  Lewisham  go  back  to 
the  ioth  century,  it  is  not  until  the  reign  of  Henry  III  that  we 
come  to  the  series  which  extends  in  unbroken  succession  to  our 
own  time.  The  earlier  deeds  are  confined  to  the  royal  charters 
which  deal  with  the  gift  of  Lewisham  to  the  Abbey  ot  St.  Peter 
at  Ghent,  but  in  the  13th  century  we  enter  on  what  we  may  call 
the  personal  history  of  the  place.  Here  we  are  at  once  met 
with  names  which  are  still  familiar  words— Catford,  Blackheath, 
The  Forest,  Mottingham,  Brockky.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  some  which  have  entirely  disappeared,  and  amongst  these 
the  most  notable  is  that  of  Romburgh  or  Rumbergh,  which  was 
evidently  a  well-known  district  within  the  parish,  and  gave  its 
name  to  a  family  of  some  standing  in  the  place.  Where,  then, 
was  Romburgh  ? 

One  of  the  earliest  records  we  possess  relating  to  thjs  part 
of  Kent  is  an  Assize  Roll  of  1241,  the  25th  year  of  Henry  III, 
quoted  by  Drake  ("  Hundred  of  Blackheath,"  pp.  244-5),  on 
which  occurs  an  account  of  the  murder  of  Vitalis  de  Rumbergh 
and  Alice  his  wife  in  their  house  at  Rumbergh  by  Thomas  son 
of  Ralph  de  Rumbergh,  who  first  fled  and  then  abjured  the 
realm.  The  latter  individual  seems  to  have  come  of  a  bad 
stock,  for  he  had  been  previously  convicted  of  felony,  and  his 
brother  Philip,  it  is  recorded,  was  hanged  for  robbery. 

Others  of  the  name  come  down  to  us  with  a  better  character. 
Another  Thomas  de  Rumberghe  granted  the  Abbot  of  Ghent  6d. 
quit  rent  on  a  messuage  he  held  of  the  Abbot  in  the  ville  of 
Lewisham  at  Rumburgh,  and  amongst  the  witnesses  is  Roger 
de  Rombergh,  clerk,  and  others  of  the  same  family.  We  have 
further  deeds  of  the  reigns  of  Ilenr)  111,  Edward  I  and  II, 
which  gives  us  the  names  of  many  members  of  the  44  de 
Romburgh  "  family,  but  as  we  are  on  the  present  occasion  more 
concerned  with  the  locality  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  cite  them 
here.  They  may  be  found  on  page  244  of  Drake's  4 4  Hundred  of 
Blackheath."  Let  us  now  set  out  the  evidence  they  contain  as 
to  the  position  of  the  place. 

To  understand  the  place-names  in  these  early  Lewisham 
deeds  it  is  necessar)  to  explain  that  the  ground  now  covered  by 
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Lewisham  Park  and  the  Allotments  in  Ladywell  Park  Terrace 
was  anciently  known  as  Southfield,  being-  one  of  the  great 
common  fields  of  the  Manor  of  Lewisham.  This  name  was 
perpetuated  for  many  years  by  the  house  now  numbered 
361  High  Street,  which,  with  No.  359,  is  built  on  the  southern 
end  of  the  field.  Eastward  of  Southfield  was  Kemp  Hill,  now 
known  as  Campshill  House,  in  Hither  Green  Lane.  These  two 
names,  Southfield  and  Kemphill,  give  us  the  clue  to  the  locality 
of  Rombergh. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  one  William  le  Plummer,  of 
Lewisham,  sold  to  John  Ferdevin  all  his  land  in  Suthfeld,  which 
land  is  described  as  "lying  lengthwise  toward  the  East  and 
West  between  the  land  of  the  Prior  of  Lewisham  and  the  King's 
highway  and  breadthwise  between  the  road  which  leads  from 
the  Church  of  Lewisham  toward  Rumbergh  and  the  lands  of  the 
said  Prior."  In  other  words  this  land  of  William  le  Plummer 
was  somewhere  between  the  High  Street,  Ladywell  Park  and 
Hither  Green  Lane. 

Kemphill  (Campshill)  is  part  of  the  endowment  of  Norfolk 
College,  Greenwich,  and  is  described  in  15S0  as  14  Kemphill  in 
Lewisham,  about  4  acres,  between  the  King's  land  called 
Southfield  on  the  west,  Rumbelow  Lane  on  the  east,  and  the 
land  of  Humfrey  Street  on  the  north."1"  This  description  points, 
as  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  to  the  same  locality,  and  leads  us 
on  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that  Rombergh  (or  Rumbelow 
as  it  had  become  corrupted)  is  synonymous  with  the  Hither 
Green  of  to-day. 

Another  piece  of  evidence  is  contained  in  a  survey  of  the 
manor  of  Shroffold,  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century 
(Drake's  "  Hundred  of  Blackheath,"  p.  232),  in  which  the  north 
part  of  Shroffold  Wood  is  stated  to  be  bounded  on  the  west  by 
M  Rumbilowe  Lane."  Shroffold  Farm  still  exists  at  the  southern 
end  of  Hither  Green  Lane. 

Finally  we  have  an  interesting  piece  of  evidence  in  certain 
depositions  taken  in  1612  ("Exchequer  Special  Commissions 
and  Depositions,"  S  James  I,  No.  27,  Kent).  At  this  time  Sir 
Nicholas  Stoddard  held  the  land  to  the  south  of  Southfield.  His 
property  appears  to  have  covered  the  ground  now  occupied  by 
Mount  Pleasant  Road,  George  Lane  and  Rosenthall  Road,  as 
in  the  evidence  given  in  rSio  before  the  Enclosure  Commission 
the  building  now  styled  The  George  Inn  is  stated  to  have  been 
formerly  the  farmhouse  of  the  property  once  hold  by  the  Stoddard 
family.     Sir  Nicholas  was  indicted  by  Thomas  Wiklegose,  Esq., 

l-  Drake's  "Hundred  of  Blackheath,"  p.  193.  Humfrey  Street  left  the 
premises  now  called  "Street  House.''  No.  295  High  Street,  part  of  this 
property,  to  the  poor  of  the  Parish. 
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who  had  a  lease  of  the  manor,  for  claiming-  a  right-of-way 
through  Southfield  to  some  other  land  on  the  further  side  of  the 
field,  i.e.,  presumably  in  the  direction  of  the  Lady  well  Park  of 
to-day.  Many  witnesses  were  called,  and  amongst  them  one 
John  Harryson,  of  Lewi  sham,  labourer,  who  said  that  he  had 
known  Mr.  Edmond  Catesby,  who  was  a  tenant  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Stoddard's  lands,  drive  his  cattle  from  the  yard  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Stoddard  through  Rombelowe  Lane  to  the  ground  for  which 
Sir  Nicholas  then  claimed  a  way  through  Southfield  when  the 
said  way  was  hedged  and  Southfield  sown  with  corn.  Here  no 
other  road  can  be  intended  than  that  we  now  know  as  Hither 
Green  Lane. 

The  evidence  cited  is  sufficient  to  prove  that  Rombergh  is 
no  other  than  Hither  Green,  and  the  question  remains  why  and 
when  the  change  in  designation  was  made.  The  last-mentioned 
case  is  dated  161  2,  and  at  present  this  is  the  last  time  the  name 
Rombergh  or  Rumbilow  occurs.  The  parish  registers  for  the 
17th  century  have,  unfortunately,  perished,  and  the  earliest 
mention  of  Hither  Green  in  those  still  extant  is  in  1715,  when 
"Thomas  Baker  from  Hither  Green"  was  buried.  If  we  may 
judge  by  the  few  occasions  on  which  the  name  occurs  —  only- 
eight  times  in  the  period  1715  to  1750 — it  would  seem  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  were  but 
few  in  number. 

The  name  ik  Hither  Green,1'  which,  as  we  have,  seen, 
appears  to  have  sprung  up  in  the  early  part  of  the  18th  century, 
is  now  rapidly  becoming  a  puzzle  to  those  who  expect  to  find  an 
open  heath  or  green.  The  latter  has  now  been  enclosed  for 
about  a  century.  In  1810  an  Act  of  Parliament  authorized  the 
enclosure  of  all  the  common  lands  in  Levvisham  except  Black- 
heath,  and  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  Act  we  learn  something  of  the  Green  in  its  last 
and  attenuated  form.  In  a  survey  of  the  manor  of  Lewisham 
in  1609  (Public  Record  Ofiice,  Miscellaneous  Books,  Land 
Revenue,  vol.  cxcvii,  fol.  21),  the  "  Comons  belonginge  to  the 
said  Mannor  "  are  set  out,  and  amongst  these  we  find: 

"  Itm.  Rumbelowe  alias  Roumborough  Lane  xij  acres." 

Much  of  this  had  become  enclosed  before  18 10,  and  at  that 
time  the  Green  consisted  of  about  5  acres,  situated  at  the  corner 
of  Hither  Green  Lane  and  George  Lane  and  occupying  part  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  Park  Hospital  now  stands,  together 
with  a  narrow  strip  on  the  eastern  side  ot  Hither  Green  Lane. 
The  lane  from  the  railway  arch  towards  the  cemetery  (now 
absurdly  called  Verdant  Lane)  was  then  known  as  "Further 
Green  Lane,"  the  "Green"  being  small  wayside  commons  on 
either  side  of  the  roadway  at  the  foot  of  the  cemetery  hill. 
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vi.- JBelltngbam. 


Under  the  name  of  u  Bellingham,"  happily  given  to  one  of 
the  stations  on  the  Nunhead  and  Shortlands  railway,  has  been 
perpetuated  one  of  the  ancient  place-names  of  the  parish  of 
Lewisham.  In  its  older  form  of  Byllingham  we  find  it  amongst 
the  possessions  of  the  O'stertian  monastery  of  Stratford  Lang- 
thorne,  at  West  Ham  in  Essex,  to  which  it  was  given  at  some 
date  in  the  13th  century.  The  abbot  of  Stratford  appears  to 
have  had  all  the  privileges  of  a  manorial  lord,  with  court  leet, 
view  of  frankpledge,  &c,  but  no  records  of  courts  held  have 
come  down  to  us.  In  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissions 
under  the  Enclosure  Act  of  1810  reference,  however,  is  made 
to  the  fact  that  manor  courts  had  been  held  at  Bellingham  Farm 
House  within  the  memory  of  the  witnesses. 

At  the  dissolution  of  the  Abbey  the  manor  came  to  the 
Crown,  and  was  granted  in  1554  to  Richard  Whiteley,  from 
whose  family  it  passed  by  sale  to  John  Leigh,  who,  in  159S,  sold 
it  to  James  Altham.  At  this  period  it  is  described  as  consisting 
of  about  400  acres  of  pasture,  arable  and  woodland,  the  last- 
mentioned  covering  140  acres  and  "30  odd  shillings  and  9/1  of 
rent." 

Amongst  Mr.  Colfe's  papers  at  Leathersellers'  Hall  is  a  list 
of  the  payments  which  went  to  make  up  this  small  rent  roll, 
which  is  as  follows:  — 

Byllingham  )  Rentes  of  Assize  belonging  to 
in  Levisham  j  the  lorde  of  the  said  manor 


First  Brian  Awnslowe  esquier  ...        ...  xiijs  ixd 

Item  Edmunde  Style  esquier    ...        ...  ijs  v'ri'f 

It.  Anthonye  Manye  esquier     ...        ...  xijd 

It.  thcires  of  Richard  Pollisted  esquire  iij"  iiijtl 

It.  Nicholas  Leegh  gent.          ...        ...  vjd 

It.  the  merh  of  London  Bridge  ...        ...  ij"  jd 

It.  Thomas  Batte  and  Robert  Batte    ...  xijd 

It.  Roberte  Muscroppe  ...        ...        ...  tiijd 

It.  Walter  Batte  the  yonger    ij'1 

It.  John  Batte  ot"  Croydon        ...        ...  ijd 
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t.  Humfride  Batte  theelder  \ 
t.  Humfride  Batte  the  yongerj 

t.  Thomas  Batte    ijd  ob 

t.  the  heires  of  Thomas  Hale  ...        ...  xxd 

t.  the  heires  of  John  Hardye   ...        ...  viijd 

t.  Gyles  Lamberte        ...        ...        ...        iijs  xd 

t.  John  Sone    jd  ob 

t-  John  Hendley           ...        ...        ...  viijd 

t.  James  Brookehowse  ...        ...        ...  ■  xijd 

t.  William  Petley                                ...  iiijd 

Som    —    xxxvjs    ixd  ob 

From  the  names  of  Brian  Awnslowe  or  Annesley  (who  died 
in  1604)  and  others,  we  may  assume  that  this  list,  though 
undated,  is  of  the  opening  years  of  the  17th  century,  and  it 
therefore  gives  the  names  of  most  of  the  holders  of  land  in 
Bellingham  at  that  period.  Although  the  exact  bounds  of  the 
manor  are  not  recorded  it  would  seem  to  have  comprised  the 
property  on  either  side  of  the  Bromley  Road  from  Catford  to 
Southend.    The  latter  is  in  the  manor  of  Shroffolds. 

Bellingham  passed  from  the  Althams  through  various  hands 
to  the  Austen  family,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  Forsters,  the 
present  owners. 


1727383 


•  •  •  »  v-  : 
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vii.—  Uhc  JSoui^s  of  tbe  /IDanor  of  Olewisbam  aitf>  Us 
Substoian?  /iDanors  of  bankers  and  Sbroftoift, 
togetber  witfo  tbose  of  tbe  /IDanor  of  Xee. 


So  fat*  we  have  not  been  successful  in  tracing-  any  detailed 
description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  manor  of  Lewisham.  In 
a  Survey  made  in  1609  (Miscellaneous  Books,  Land  Revenue, 
Vol.  197,  fol.  21  et  seq.,  Public  Record  Office)  there  is  the 
following  : — 

•'And  the  Jurors  say  upon  their  oaths  that  the  metes  and 
bounds  of  the  manor  of  Lewisham  are  as  follows  "  : — 

MILES. 

Beginning  at  the  Lymekylnes  up  Blackheath  [Hill] 
directly   along   Canterburye   waye    to  Stakes 
Corner  [i.e.,  to  St.  Germans  Place,  Blackheath]  1 
From  thence  to  Lewisham  Townes  End  ...        ...  1 

From  the  Townes  end  to  Longshott        ...        ...  1 

From  thence  to  Hollo  way  [Southend]      ...        ...  1 

From  Hollo  way  to  Stumpes  Hill  [Beckenham  Hill]  1 
From  thence  to  Lowe  Crosse  in  ye  toppe  of  West- 
wood  [West  Hill,  Sydenham]     ...        ...        ...  2 

From  thence  to  the  Oke  of  Honor  ...        .,.  i£ 

From  the  Oke  of  Honor  to  Armory  Mill  Gate  [now 
the  Silk  Mill,  Lewisham  Junction]        ...        ...  2 

And  so  to  the  bighwaye  to  ye  Limekills  abovesaid 

Number  of  myles  ten  and  three  quarters. 

This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  a  mere  sketch  "as  the  crow  flies," 
and  very  roughly  indicates  the  entire  Parish  of  Lewisham,  and 
undoubtedly  the  manor  claimed  jurisdiction  over  the  whole.  But 
included  in  this  area  were  several  distinct  sub-manors,  and  of 
these,  two,  viz..  those  of  Bankers  or  Bankhurst15"  and  Shroffolds 
were  held  from  very  early  times  by  the  Lord  of  the  manor  of 
Lee,  and  the  latter  also  claimed  rights  over  a  small  part  of  the 

1 ::  The  name  appears  to  be  derived  from  the  Banque!  family,  who  first 
owned  it  in  the  13th  century. 
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parish  of  Lewisham,  viz.,  that  part  which  seems  in  ancient  times 
to  have  been  known  as  Rumburgh,  but  which  we  now  call 
Hither  Green,  having-  its  centre  at  the  Park  Hospital,  which 
occupies  the  site  of  the  Green  itself. 

Fortunately  we  have  fuller  information  respecting"  the 
bounds  of  these  three  manors  in  the  Court  Rolls  of  the  Lord 
of  the  Manors  (now  Lord  North  brook),  which,  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Steward,  Harold  Lewin,  Esq.,  we  are  enabled  to  reproduce. 

At  a  Court  Leet  and  View  of  Frankpledge  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King-,  tog-ether  with  the  Court  Baron  of  Sir  Francis 
Baring,  Bart.,  Lord  of  the  Manors  of  Lee,  Bankhurst  and 
ShrofYolds,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  held  at  the  44  Tig-er's  Head" 
on  Lee  Green,  on  19th  October,  1809,  the  jurors  proceeded  to 
perambulate  the  bounds,  and  the  following-  record  was  entered 
in  the  Court  book.  The  foot-notes  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  the 
record  to  be  followed  at  the  present  day  :  — 

The  bounds  of  the  Manor  of  Bankhurst  are  : — 

Beginning-  at  the  44  Roebuck"  Public-house,  near  the  Bridge 
at  Lewisham,  in  the  high  road  from  London  to  Bromley,  the 
boundary  goes  over  the  Bridge  and  along-  the  road  northward 
towards  London  to  a  lane  called  Manor  Lane  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road,  and  then  along  the  said  Manor  Lane,  and  from  the 
end  thereof  along  the  south-east  side  of  a  meadow  called  the 
Lock  meadow,  belonging  to  the  Lord  of  these  manors  and  in 
the  occupation  of  Edward  Owen,  along-  a  water-course  to  the 
River  Ravensbourne  to  a  point  where  the  Armoury  Mill14  formerly 
stood.  Then  along  the  River  Ravensbourne  westward  to  the 
north  corner  of  a  meadow  in  the  occupation  of  the  Officer  of  H.M's 
Ordnance,  and  from  thence  along  the  north  boundary  of  the 
said  Lock  meadow  to  the  north-west  corner  thereof,  where  the 
parishes  of  Deptford,  Greenwich  and  JLewisham  meet,  and  then 
along  the  fence  of  the  field  belonging-  to  Mr.  Williams,  in  the 
occupation  of  John  and  Henry  Lee,  brickmakers,  which  fence  is 
the  boundary  line  between  the  parishes  of  Lewisham  and 
Deptford,  to  the  London  road  at  the  top  of  Loom  pit  hill. 
Then  across  the  road  and  along  the  north  fence  ot  a  field 
called  Lady  Croft,  and  which  fence  is  the  continuation  of  the 
boundary  between  the  parishes  of  Lewisham  and  Deptford. 
and  then  northwards  along  the  fence,  which  is  the  boundary 
between  the  said  parishes  of  Lewisham  and  Deptford,  through 
a  field  called  Tatter  Rags  to  a  lane  called  Deptford  Lane,1'' 
leading  from  Brockley  to  Deptford.  Then  westward  along  the 
said  lane,  called  Deptford  Lane,  past  a  lane  called  Ivy  Lane1'5  to 
the  east    corner  of  a   field   called   Old  house  or   Pond  Field 


1 1  Near  present  Silk  Mi!!, 


u  /.<.,  Brockley  Lane. 


1  c  Stil!  so  called, 
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belonging  to  Lord  Elliot,  in  the  occupation  of  Edward  Owen, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  said  Deptford  Lane,  and  round  the  said 
field  to  the  west  corner  thereof  by  a  Publick  house  called 
"Brockley  Castle"17  situate  on  Brockley  Green.  Then  along-  the 
northern  boundary  of  Brockley  Green  to  Brockley  Manor  Place, 
round  the  hills  at  the  back  thereof,  along-  an  ancient  manor  way, 
round  lands  occupied  by  the  said  Edward  Owen  and  James 
Thomas,  to  the  road  leading  from  Rushey  Green  to  Sydenham. J- 
Then  across  the  road  to  the  west  fence  of  a  field  called  Moles- 
croft  to  the  River  Ravensbourne, .  and  then  across  the  river 
round  certain  lands  called  the  Quag-gs  till  the  boundary  of  the 
said  lands  called  the  Quaggs  meets  the  river  at  the  bridge, 19  and 
from  thence  along-  the  river  again  to  the  "  Roebuck"  Publick 
house  where  the  perambulation  began. 

*  *  * 

The  Manor  of  Bankers  or  Bankhurst  may  thus  roughly  be 
described  as  consisting  of  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Lewisham 
lying  west  of  the  Ravensbourne  from  Catford  Bridge  to 
Lewisham  Bridge,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Ravensbourne 
at  the  Silk  Mill  (Lewisham  Station),  on  the  west  by  the  parish 
of  Deptford  and  Brockley  Lane,  and  on  the  south  by  Stanstead 
Road. 

The  bounds  of  the  Manor  of  Lee  : — 

The  Manor  of  Lee  comprises  the  whole  of  the  Parish  of  Lee, 
the  boundaries  of  which  have  been  frequently  perambulated,  and 
are  known  to  the  parishioners,  and  moreover  the  manor  of  Lee 
extends  into  the  parish  of  Lewisham  at  a  point  in  the  brook,20 
which  is  the  boundary  between  the  parishes  of  Lee  and  Lewisham 
at  the  north-east  corner  of  a  meadow  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 
Joseph  Collier,  and  along  the  north  fence  of  the  said  meadow, 
and  another  meadow  adjoining  to  the  westward  thereof  (also 
belonging  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Collier)  to  the  west 
corner  thereof,  and  then  along  the  west  fence  to  a  gate  leading 
into  another  meadow  (also  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Collier) 
and  then  along  the  north  fence  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
meadow  to  a  lane  called  Hither  Green  Lane,'21  close  to  the  south 
side  of  a  house  and  stables  belonging  to  Henry  Corbett,  in 
occupation  of  Mr.  Bryant.  Then  northwardly  along  the  said 
Hither  Green  Lane  to  the  fence  which  divides  lands  called 
Kemps  Hill,"  belonging  to  the  Mercers'  Company  as  Trustees 
for  Norfolk  College,  from  lands  in  occupation  as  a  nursery  by 

17  The  "  Brockley  Jack."  1 3  Stanstead  Road.  1  i.e.,  Catford  Bridge. 
20  Near  Hither  Green  Station.    21  Near  Ennersdale  Road.    -'-  Camps  Hill. 
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Messrs.  Russell  and  Wilmot,-'  and  then  westward  along  the 
fence  of  the  said  nursery  to  the  north-west  corner  thereof, 
which  adjoins  Lammas  Lands,  called  Southfield,54  and  then 
along  the  fence  which  divides  the  nursery  ground  from  the 
said  Lammas  Land,  and  then  alon^  the  south  side  of  the  said 
Lammas  Land-"  to  the  south-west  corner  thereof  to  the  turnpike 
road,  near  the  six  mile-stone  from  London  to  Bromley.  Then 
southward  along-  the  said  turnpike  road  to  the  Pound  of  the 
manor  of  Lewisham,  and  then  eastwards  along  the  south  fence 
of  lands  belonging-  to  the  heirs  of  Mr.  I'ym,-''  bounded  by  other 
Lammas  Land''7  on  the  south  and  to  the  point  where  the  fence 
turns  to  the  north.  Then  along  the  east  side  of  liluehouse  field 
and  round  the  slip  of  land  called  Doctor's  field,  belonging  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  London,*8  to  the  stile 
at  the  bottom  of  the  nine  acres  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  the  said 
Mr.  Pym,59  and  round  the  nine  acres  and  to  the  south-east  corner 
thereof.  Then  along  the  east  fence  of  a  field  belonging  to  Lord 
Elliot30  to  a  pond  surrounded  b\  a  shaw,  and  then  eastward 
to  the  west  end  of  a  lane,"1  adjoining  a  piece  of  land  formerly 
Woodland  called  Butler"s  Garden,  and  then  along  the  said  lane 
eastward  to  a  gate  opening  into  Hither  Green  Lane  to  the  south 
of  Hither  Green.  Then  along  the  Hither  Green  Lane  northward 
to  the  south-west  corner  ot  Collier's  meadow  on  the  east  of 
Hither  Green,  '2  and  then  along  the  .south  fence  of  three  meadows 
belonging  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Collier  till  it  meets  the 
brook,  which  divides  the  said  parishes  of  Lee  and  Lewisham. 

And  the  said  manor  of  Lee  extends  into  the  parish  of 
Bromley,  and  comprises  as  well  that  part  of  a  farm  called 
Marvels  as  is  in  the  said  parish  of  Bromley,  as  that  part  of  it 
which  is  in  the  parish  of  Lee,  the  extension  into  the  parish  of 
Bromley  beginning  at  a  point  where  the  boundary  between  the 
parishes  of  Lee  and  Bromley  cuts  the  west  fence  of  Hempstead 
Wood,*3  and  from  thence  extends  along  the  said  west  fence  of 
the  said  wood  till  it  comes  to  a  piece  of  land  called  Bushey 
Piece,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Dooley,  and  then  along  the  north 
fence  of  the  said  field  called  Bushey  Field  to  Hempstead  Lane, 
and  then  along  the  lane  to  the  south-west  corner  of  the  field 
next  but  one  to  the  west  of  Marvels  Barn,  and  then  along  the 

-:l  By  die  "Spotted  Cow  "  Inn.  -*  Now  Lewisham  Bark. 

25  Gardens  of  houses  in  Mount  Pleasant  Road. 

-,;  The  Rosenthal  Estate.  - 7  Now  Honley  and  Farley  Road. 

-3  Houses  on  south  side  going  up  George  Lane.  -v  Mountsfield. 

5U  Field  at  the  rear  of  Brownhill  Higher  Elementary  School. 
3 1  Now  the  wall  dividing  the  gardens  in  Torriclon  Road  from  those  in  Benin 

Street,  and  those  in  Brownhill  Road  from  the  Woodlands. 
3  -  Opposite  the  Park  Hospital.  aa  Elmstead. 
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west  corner  of  the  said  field  to  a  piece  of  land  called  Rye  Hill, 
now  in  occupation  of  Mr.  John  Giles,  where  it  cuts  the  boundary 
between  the  parishes  of  Bromley  and  Lee. 

*  *  * 

The  manor  of  Lee  thus  contains  the  whole  parish  of  Lee,  and 
that  part  of  Le  wish  am  containing-  (roughly)  Ennersdale  Road, 
Thornford  Road,  Mount  Pleasant  Road,  George  Lane,  Daven- 
port and  Rosenthal  Roads,  Mountstield,  The  Woodlands,  Park 
Hospital,  and  Beacon  Road.  Also  a  small  piece  of  Bromley 
parish  immediately  adjoining-  the  southern  part  of  the  parish  of 
Lee. 

The  bounds  of  the  Manor  of  Shroffolds  : — 

Beginning-  at  the  messuage  called  the  <k  Tygers  head,"  in  the 
occupation  of  Mrs.  Chillingworth,  at  Southend  on  the  west  side 
of  the  hig-h  road  from  London  to  Bromley,  across  the  bridg-e 
down  the  Watery14  Lane  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Miss 
Flower's  meadow,  round  the  said  meadow  to  the  stack-yard, 
and  round  the  stack-yard  into  another  meadow  to  the  west  of 
the  barn  along-  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
meadow  into  the  road  from  Southend  to  Beckenham.05  Then 
along-  the  said  road  westward  into  the  Park  through  the  lodge 
gate  of  John  Cator,  Esq.,  where  the  old  road  to  Beckenham 
formerly  ran::,i  for  about  200  yards  from  the  lodges  along  the 
road,  and  then  in  a  straight  line  nearly  southward  to  the  upper 
corner  of  a  meadow,  formerly  Knapp's,  and  now  belonging  to 
John  Forster,  Esq.,  adjoining  a  newly-planted  orchard  of  the 
said  John  Cator,  and  from  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the 
stables  of  the  said  John  Cator.  Then  in  a  line  from  thence 
along  the  boundary  between  the  parishes  of  Beckenham  and 
Lewisham37  to  a  point  near  the  summer  house  at  the  top  of 
a  wood  called  Lewisham  Lands,  and  from  thence  across  the  said 
wood  in  the  boundary  line  between  the  said  parishes  into  a  field 
called  Crabtree  Field,  formerly  Gienny's,  and  now  of  the  said 
John  Cator,  Then  across  the  said  Crabtree  Field,  along  the 
boundary  between  the  said  parishes,  and  then  diagonally  across 
a  piece  of  land  called  the  Slip,  formerly  Gienny's,  and  now  of  the 
said  John  Cator,  and  then  into  the  alders  across  a  brook  and 
afterwards  across  the  Ravensbourne  into  a  brook  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Long,  and. so  into  Headman's  Lane,  following  the 
boundary  of  the  parish  of  Lewisham  to  the  south-east  corner  of 
the  garden  of  the  said  Charles  Long,;s  where  it  meets  the  parish 
of  Bromley.     Then  southwardly   up   Deadman's  Lane   to  the 

:'4  Southend  Lane.  ;  '  Beckenham  Lane. 

••"  This  is  the  drive  through  Beckenham  Place. 
**  At  the  rear  of  Beckenham  Place.  ;  ^  i.e.,  Bromley  Hill  Place. 
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great  gravel  pits  adjoining  the  High  Road  from  London  to 
Bromley,  near  the  nine  mile-stone  from  London/'9  Then  across 
the  road  into  Glenny's  three-cornered  field,  and  along  the  south 
fence  of  that  field  into  Plaistow  Lane,4"  and  northwardly  along 
Plaistow  Lane  to  the  south-east  corner  of  the  field,  formerly 
Glenny's,  and  now  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  Peter 
Thellusson,  and  then  along  the  south  fence  of  the  said  field  to 
the  south-west  corner  thereof.  Then  northwardly  to  the  gate 
leading  out  of  another  field,  and  then  along  the  north-west  fence 
of  that  field  to  the  stile  at  the  north-west  corner  thereof,  and 
over  the  stile  and  along  the  east  side  of  the  field  into  which  it 
leads  to  the  south-east  corner  of  Woollen  Grove,  and  then  along 
the  south-east  fence  thereof  to  the  east  corner  thereof,  and  then 
along  the  south-west  fence  of  the  further  brooks  belonging  to 
the  Lord  of  these  Manors,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Clark,  to 
the  gate  at  the  end  of  the  lane  leading  to  Plaistow,  and  then 
along  the  lane  round  the  lands  called  Reddings  to  a  barn 
occupied  by  Mr.  Dooley,  and  then  along  the  lane  called  Lee 
Lane41  to  the  south  corner  of  Shroffolds  Wood,  where  the 
boundary  between  the  parishes  of  Lee  and  Bromley  crosses 
the  said  lane.  Then  along  the  south  side  of  Shroffolds  Wood 
to  the  upper  corner  thereof,  where  the  parishes  of  Lee,  Lewisham 
and  Bromley  meet,  and  then  along  the  west  side  of  Shroffolds 
Wood,  which  is  the  boundary  of  the  parishes  of  Lee  and 
Lewisham,  and  continuing  the  said  parish  boundary  to  the  .four- 
acre  wood42  in  the  occupation  of  John  Corbett.  Then  turning 
to  the  west  along  the  fence  between  the  field  called  the  Ten 
Acres  and  the  field  formerly  called  the  Twenty  Acres,  now  divided 
into  three  pieces,  and  along  the  same  line  of  fence4'1  to  the  three- 
acre  field  of  John  Forster,  Esq.,  and  then  along  by  the  boundary 
fence  of  that  field  to  the  south-east  corner  of  Shepherd's  Shaw 
and  Horse  Leaze,44  belonging  to  the  Lord  of  these  manors,  in 
occupation  of  John  Clark,  into  the  north-west  corner  of  Horse 
Leaze,  down  the  west  fence  thereof  to  the  gate  at  the  end  of  the 
Mill  Lane.41  Then  down  the  lane  to  the  road  from  London  to 
Bromley,  opposite  the  Mill  Pond, '  and  then  northward  along  the 
London  Road  to  the  end  of  the  lane  opposite  the  "Tiger's 
Head,"47  and  then  round  the  houses  and  blacksmith's  shop 
belonging   to    William   Holmes    and    William    Battey,   in  the 

30  Top  of  Bromley  Hill.  London  Lane.         41  Probably  Baring'  Road. 

*•  The  little  wood  still  existing  near  lite  railway  bv  ShrofFokls  Farm. 

4  '■'  By  ShrofTold  Farm  and  alom^  Whitefoot  Lane  to  the  Planting". 

*  *  These  are  the  meadows  to  the  south  of  the  fir  plantations  on  south  side 

of  Whitefoot  Lane. 
4"'  Marked  Gipsy  Lane  and  Durham  Hil!  Lain-  on  old  maps. 
'"'•  i.e.,  The  Mill  by  the  eighth  mile-stone  from  Loudon.     17  Whitefoot  Lane, 
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occupation  of  William  Barnes  and  others,  and  then  across  the 
road  round  the  houses  belonging"  to  the  said  William  Barnes 
and  ......  Bromfield  by  the  water-course  to  the  "Tyler's 

Head  "  at  Southend,  where  the  perambulation  began. 

*  * 

The  manor  of  Shroffolds  thus  contains  the  extreme 
southernly  part  of  the  parish  of  Lewisham,  including  a  good 
portion  of  the  grounds  of  Beckenham  Place  .and  Bromley  Hill 
Place,  together  with  Hollo  way  Farm  and  Shroffold  Farm,  and 
in  the  parish  of  Bromley,  Plaistow  Lodge  (Kinnaird  Park)  and 
the  land  on  either  side  of  Plaistow  (or  London)  Lane  and  Baring 
Road. 

Within  the  manor  of  Lewisham  were  also  the  manors  of 
Bellingham  and  Catford.  The  former  is  the  subject  of  a 
separate  note.  The  latter  consisted  of  the  St.  German's  Estate 
at  Hither  Green,  upon  which  the  Brownhill  Road  and  adjoining 
roads  have  been  built,  extending  from  Hither  Green  Station  to 
Hazelbank  Road. 
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